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As we con)nue in isola)on and unable to gather together, I wonder what you are missing 
par)cularly about church? There are the social connec)ons that are so important to us - 
checking in on others a=er church, catching up on the news of the week over coffee - all 
vital expressions of our love for one another. Then there are the objects and rituals that 
inform our faith - the candle, the liturgy, singing together, the responses. These may be 

more important to us than we have realised.  
 

In this extended )me of being away from the usual things that sustain our faith, I 
encourage you to make new spaces and prac)ces that help you sense God’s presence. It 

may be a regular quiet walk in your garden; it may be a few minutes in a special spot in the 
house or sun; it may be a set )me to pray or read the Scriptures or another helpful book. In 

these disciplines we seek out God’s presence in a new way for ourselves. 
 

Recently, I heard the term, “becoming detec)ves of God’s presence”. It was a way of 
sugges)ng that God’s presence is all around but it takes some deliberate effort on our part 
to discern that presence. We o=en have to go searching. Perhaps there has never been a 
more important )me to become detec)ves of God’s presence, lest we allow the changes 

forced upon us to unravel the central parts of our faith. 

Steve Aynsley 

 

Thoughts & Prayers  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



We are introducing a virtual morning tea a=er church on 
Sunday at 10.30am. Please see the below informa)on to join:

Join Zoom Mee)ng   hUps://zoom.us/j/92246333740 
Mee)ng ID: 922 4633 3740 
Ph. 8015 6011  
 

Take a walk or drive down to Pymble or Gordon and offer something for people 
who are doing it tough. Keep your social distance though… 
 
The foods that are needed are: Long life milk, cereal, pasta, noodles, rice, pasta sauce, 
)nned fruit, baked beans, )ns of tuna, salmon, chicken, ham and other canned meals like 
meatballs, )nned soups and )ns of vegetables such as carrots, peas and mixed veggies.  
 
The following items are not staples but are welcome and gratefully received: Tea, coffee, 
long life custard, sweets like biscuits and chocolates, toothbrushes, toothpaste and other 
toiletries.  
 
Both sites will have drop off boxes available at any )me – so it’s easy to keep social distance 
by dropping off as you drive through! At Pymble the Exodus food box will be le= near the 
leUerbox. A dedicated person will also be there from 10 am – 11 am on Tuesdays & 
Thursdays.  
 
At Gordon a labelled box will be le= outside next to the door with access from the carpark. 
Nicola will be available from 10 am – 11 am on Wednesdays & Fridays.  

   

Gordon-Pymble Uni)ng Church 
has set up Coffee & Chat Zoom groups during enforced isola)on. Each day there is a 
different host. If you’d like to join in on any (or all) of the days to hear a friendly voice and 
see a friendly face, click on the Zoom link below at 3pm Monday through to Friday.  The link 
is the same each day, and is: hUps://zoom.us/j/306846915  (Mee)ng ID: 306 846 915) 
 
If you would like help connec)ng, please ring Lesley 0480 223 981. If you know of anyone in 
the community who may appreciate such contact, can you please pass on the informa)on 
and encourage them to join in. 
 

If you would like to host your own mee)ng, please 
email info@gpuc.org.au and include the following informa)on: Host Name, Topic, Date, 
Time and Mee)ng Dura)on. We will then set up the mee)ng for you and email you the link. 

GPUC staff are often working from home due to COVID-19. To keep 
communication consistent, please use our email info@gpuc.org.au as your primary form of 
contact. The office voice mail will still be checked, but not as regularly as during normal 
office operations.  

 


