The New-Normal Newsletter
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church
Sunday 22 November, 2020

Welcome to worship

Theme

One good thing about the Church Year is that 2020 finishes earlier than the regular year! Today marks the
end of the Year of Matthew with Reign of Christ Sunday and the well known story of the sheep and the
goats. We proclaim and live towards Christ’s reign over all creation even as we inhabit a world where his
reign is not yet recognised.
On Sunday 6 December the worship service will include Nicola and Courtney’s final presentation they gave
recently at the New Growth course. This explores GPUC's context, values and hopes for something new. It
will be incorporated into the service as reflection and prayer time, and should sit well with the AGM which
will follow. We also have the MADOW Stall which will operate before and after the service/AGM.
Subsequently, for this month only we will move Holy Communion to 13 December at both Gordon and
Pymble so we don’t overcrowd the morning.
Do you have an hour or two on Thursdays from around 1.00pm? Now that we are posting service orders
and news sheets to those not on email each week, it would be lovely to have a volunteer to assist Natasha
at Pymble with folding and stuffing envelopes, and if possible, dropping at the post office. Talk with
Natasha if this might be you.
As we enter into some deliberate Congregational Mission Planning over the coming months I invite you to
a “Have Your Say” consultation day about the mission and priorities for GPUC. This whole process will be
introduced at the AGM but a special afternoon will be held on 13 December, 3.30 - 5.30pm. More details
to follow.
Steve

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The second Annual General Meeting of the Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church will be held on Sunday, 6th December
2020 at 10.30 am, following morning worship at the Gordon Church.
At the meeting, the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2020 will be received, and the election of
Church Council and Presbytery representatives will be held.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF CHURCH COUNCIL
At the Annual General Meeting of the Congregation to be held on Sunday, 6 December 2020, there will be an
election for Members of the Church Council.
In electing Church Councillors, the Regulations of the Uniting Church in Australia state that the Congregation shall
recognise and appoint members who are endowed with gifts fitting them for the responsibilities of the office.
The term of office of an elected Church Councillor is for such period from one to five years as is stipulated by the
nominee and for which period the person is then elected by the Congregation. At the expiry of the term the
Church Councillor shall be eligible for re-election.
We invite nominations for Church Councillors. If you know of someone who you believe has the gifts for these
offices, you may like to ask them to consider nomination. If you would be interested to serve on the Church
Council, please speak to me or a member of the Council. Nomination forms which need to be signed by the
nominee, a proposer and seconder, are available from the Church office at both Gordon and Pymble.
Nominations will close on Thursday 26 November, and the names will be listed in the notices on 29 November.

Sue, Chair of the Congregation

Christmas Hampers
You can help make this Christmas special for someone.
Many people in our community are experiencing financial hardship, social isolation or are trying to cope. You can help by
contributing to the Lifeline Christmas Hampers which are
distributed each year to families in need. Please bring
donations for the Hampers before 6th December. Items
include: Tinned Ham, Chocolates, Tinned Salmon/Tuna,
Christmas Cake/Pudding, Long Life Custard, Mixed Nuts, Soft
Drink, Assorted Sweets, Tinned Fruit/Beetroot, Bon Bons.
Financial donations are also needed – cards are
available in the church foyers. Please place your items in
marked boxes at both Gordon and Pymble centres.

MADOW Updates
Fundraising and Fun Making for December
There will be Christmas cakes, shortbread, fruit mince tarts, hampers, jams and relish,
beautiful children’s knitwear, embroidery and toys. It’s a bit different this year because of COVID 19 and therefore
selling and auctions will be mainly online. From Sunday 6th December the Stall will be open. It will end on Sunday
13 December, if not already sold out.
Can you donate special treats - food and vouchers? MADOW is focusing on Griffith, Eurobodalla, Enngonia and
Broken Hill. Your support gives hope to rural communities.
MADOW will be mindful of the COVID rules so that we can all enjoy Christmas. For questions or details, contact:
Di, Pam or Lesley.

Thank you...
For all of the generous toy donations. We have more toys than we ever expected and we do not need any more
toy donations for Griffith.
Thank you to all those who have donated such good quality clothing and bedding. MADOW is closed for clothing
donations for the remainder of the year and will start collection in mid February 2021.

Make a difference with your Christmas gift
giving!
Each gift card represents a life-changing project that is helping lift people out of poverty. Clean water, education,
income opportunities for families to live with dignity; every
gift helps take us closer to the kind of world we all hope for.
For details, visit: everythingincommon.com.au

Visiting the Church
Please register your arrival/departure with a contact number
and use hand sanitizer. You are encouraged to social distance,
remaining 1.5 metres apart.
This is part of the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us safe.
At GPUC, following the NSW Health guidelines, we are asking anyone using our
facilities to wear a mask if they are in the public areas.
Thank you for keeping us safe.

Virtual Worship
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting

Contact the office
info@gpuc.org.au or Ph. 9983 9879
For all of our news, visit our Website
www.gpuc.org.au

