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Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church 

Sunday 13 June 2021 

A message from Steve 

GPUC Happenings    See inside for news on: 

•  Messy Church 

•  Friday Fun Connections 

•  MADOW in May 

•  Our MJC Partnership 

•  Holiday Workshops 

•  NAIDOC Week event 

•  Social Golf Day 

•  Friendship Circle 
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist: 

Alan Peterson. 

Thoughts & Prayers 

Pray for 

Good health during the cold winter; 

Parents, grandparents & children 

who attend our many GPUC Playgroups; 

Griffith’s Michelle B. 

& her team of volunteers 

as they sort & distribute our 

MADOW donations to those in need; 

Refugee families as they settle into  

communities around Australia; 

The staff, board & students of  

Margaret Jurd College,  

especially as they prepare for their  

mid-year awards ceremony on Thursday; 

Our GPUC community as we consider  

important decisions about our future; & 

Our newly formed  

Joint Nominating Committee (JNC)  

(Janet S., Di B., Andy H., Sue Co. & David T.). 

Can you remember that childhood experiment when 

you put those seeds into moistened paper in the 

bottom of a cup?  And can you recall the wonder at 

seeing those green shoots sprouting upwards? 

It is interesting that when Jesus speaks of the realm 

and way of God that he often uses the image of 

seeds.  There is the parable of the sower, the wheat 

and weeds, and today’s two - the seed growing in 

secret and the mustard seed. 

What is it about a seed that speaks so strongly of 

God’s activity in the world?  Perhaps change, 

growth, development, transformation — and the 

wonder of it all.  May we allow the growth from seed 

to shrub to fruit speak to us afresh today. 

Next Sunday, 20th June, following the service at 

Gordon we have our Congregational Meeting dealing 

with two main issues. 

Firstly, the presentation of the draft Mission Plan 

(available during the week, if not sooner) and 

secondly, the discussion around the property 

options (a background paper was sent on 

Wednesday evening).  Come along to hear and to 

add to the discussion. 

Steve Aynsley 



If you need a hard copy of The Directory, please  

let Nicola know and she’ll arrange one for you. 

Room Bookings — Pymble & Gordon 
Planning a meeting on site?  Please email Sonja at 

info@gpuc.org.au so she can allocate you a room via our 

booking calendar.  Many of our regular activities and 

hirers have returned and we don’t want to risk a clash! 

Friday Fun Connections 
18 June, 6:30pm at Gordon 

Our next Friday Fun Connections is next Friday and 

everyone is most welcome! 

Just like the worship service last Sunday, we too will 

focus on supporting Margaret Jurd College (MJC). 

Our project this month is creating decorative banners 

to hang up at both premises to show MJC and GPUC 

we are walking together. 

There’ll be loads of creativity this night, so come and 

join us!  $10 pp, includes dinner.  The easiest way to 

register is via our website... click on Friday Fun 

Connections and then on REGISTER NOW! 

We’ll start planning our jam making fund raiser and 

start baking cookies for 

special occasions.  The 

money raised will help 

purchase school uniforms 

and shoes, plus resources, 

including school equipment, 

which will assist the school.  

Don’t forget to start 

collecting your empty glass 

jam jars for us — we’ll be 

needing plenty! 

Check out the beautiful snowflakes created by Messy 

Church last Saturday.  Our focus was “It’s ok to be 

different”, teaching that we need to appreciate the 

differences in others. 

We discussed Margaret Jurd in the light of this.  

Students all learn in different ways and Margaret Jurd 

College allows its students to learn in a way that best 

suits their individual learning style. 

We heard the story of 2 very different men, Peter a 

fisherman and Jew, and Cornelius, a soldier and 

Gentile.  They would normally be sworn enemies, 

however God tells Peter in a dream the Gospel is for 

everyone.  Explore the rest of this story in Acts 10. 

Next month (3 July) join us for a bonfire out the back, 

where we’ll cook some marshmallows and damper. 

Something to smile about from Jeanie... 

A thank you to GPUC... 

Our contact at the Iranian Association, Nasrin, has  

been in touch to pass on sincere thanks from the 

Iranian refugee family housefire victims that GPUC 

recently helped. 

The family is most grateful for our support through 

this difficult time.  Our thoughtfulness and provision 

of practical help via donation of important necessities 

for their household is very much appreciated. 

 

The latest issue  

of A Shared Path  

is out now. 

Copies are 

available from both 

Pymble and Gordon, 

as well as online 

via the website. 

If you would like  

a copy by post 

please contact Nicola. 

NSW Dine & Discover Vouchers 

Have you heard the latest news? 

Validity of the NSW D&D vouchers has been  

extended until 31 July 2021 —  

that’s a whole extra month  

for us to make the most of them! 



MADOW in May — Making A Difference Out West 

Here’s a “behind the scenes” insight into the 

marvellous and tireless work of our MADOW group, 

ensuring GPUC’s generous winter donations reached 

our friends in need in Western NSW. 

Pam S. and Margo L. collected, sorted and transported 

a huge load of your donations.  The clothing and the 

bedding were all individually checked, folded and 

carefully packed.  Driving two fully-loaded SUV’s, Pam 

and Margo set off from Pymble bound for Pittari 

Transport’s bay at the enormous transport depot at 

Chipping Norton in Sydney’s southwest… definitely not 

a trip for the faint-hearted! 

Pam and Margo, together with Bob S., ensured 

everything was securely stacked, wrapped and 

prepared for loading to the Pittari truck.  At the other 

end in Griffith, MADOW contact Michelle B. was 

delighted to receive our three pallets of donations.  

Michelle sorted and distributed the items, sending 

them to Lake Cargelligo, Wagga, Ivanhoe and 

Coleambally, as well as to Griffith itself. 

Michelle has told us of links she’s made to Tirkandi 

Inaburra Cultural and Development Centre Inc., a not-

for-profit organisation founded by Aboriginal 

community members of the Riverina region (Wiradjuri 

Country) in Coleambally. 

This is a non-government organisation working in 

partnership with the NSW Department of Communities 

& Justice and NSW Department of Education to 

improve education levels and close immediate gaps in 

the lives of young Aboriginal males between the ages 

of 12 and 15. 

Some of the boys arrive at Tirkandi Inaburra without 

any extra clothes or toiletries.  Michelle has been 

making toiletry bags and filling them with essentials for 

these boys.  She also sorts and takes suitable clothing 

from our donations to Tirkandi Inaburra. 

Michelle is now also making toiletry packs for 

Aboriginal liaison officer, Dookie, who works at both 

local High Schools after he’d mentioned that a number 

of students needed toiletry packs, especially the girls. 

Michelle is helped by Nicole.  Together with their 

friends and contacts they help refugees, aged care 

residents, Aboriginal communities, family refuges, 

students in schools, and transient workers on the 

Riverina farms. 

Read on overleaf for more of this amazing story... 



MADOW also sends financial assistance to Michelle for 

her broader works.  As a trained Social Worker, now a 

volunteer, Michelle responds to requests from Griffith 

Hospital’s Social Workers for items for newborn babies, 

for toiletries for disadvantaged inpatients and for clean 

bedding on leaving hospital.  The financial support is 

well used to plug gaps when there is a specific need not 

met by physical donations. 

Michelle works at Griffith Public School and arranges 

for many families to choose much needed items from 

the donations.  This selection is made at “Bag A 

Bargain” events held at Griffith Public School. 

Here is an excerpt from Michelle’s email responding to 

our May donation: 

“Seven ute-loads of goods went to the school.  Most of 

the teachers, the aides and Jude, the Principal, helped.  

It was great. 

It was more for the families of our school (Griffith Public 

School) and Kalinda School (Kalinda School for Specific 

Purposes caters for students aged 4 to 20 who have an 

intellectual or physical disability in either the moderate 

or severe range in Griffith.) 

At 12pm there were about 30 people lined up at the 

gates of Griffith Public School. 

New underwear, socks and blankets went first, then 

more than three quarters of the clothes. 

When the adults were finished, the kids came in and it 

was like Christmas.  Just lovely. 

Most of your winter clothes were in it from last 

shipment plus tonnes that had been dropped to my 

house. 

My house is now empty and clean  

All the bedding you sent down was given to clients of 

Dyrri Bang Gu (Aboriginal Aged Care) in Griffith, 

Coleambally and Darlington Point.  Some of the 

toiletries you sent, and facecloths were made into 

toiletry backpacks for boys at Tirkandi Inaburra.” 

MADOW in May — Making A Difference Out West  cont. 

Pictured here are scenes from the “Bag A Bargain” 

event held at Griffith Public School in May distributing 

winter donations. 

Michelle also sent an email last week letting us know 

of yet another presentation thanking her for all she 

does.  She wrote that MADOW helps her to help 

others.  MADOW can be generous because of the 

generosity of our GPUC congregation.  Many thanks. 

With special gratitude for Pam and Margo’s dedication 

to this exceptional and essential cause. 



The GPUC - Margaret Jurd 

College Partnership 
It was wonderful to see so many attend last Sunday to 
hear from Darren Twist, the Principal of the Margaret 
Jurd College, and Jim Knowles, Chair of the College 
Board.  Both spoke passionately about the wonderful 
role the College plays in supporting students who have 
struggled in the mainstream education system, and in 
supporting the families of those students. 

We have heard many have been encouraged by how a 
very different type of Uniting Church school is providing 
a real and positive influence in the lives of a special 
cohort of young people and their families.  Our 
partnership with Margaret Jurd College provides us 
with opportunities to support the very important work 
of the College by providing both practical and financial 
support. 

Practical support 

The GPUC – MJC Working Group has established a 
database of members of our congregation who are 
willing to provide practical assistance to the College 
from time to time.  It is anticipated that such assistance 
could include visiting the College campus at Shortland 
(a suburb of Newcastle) once or twice a year to 
undertake tasks such as preparing and cooking BBQ 
lunches, helping students with their tests and 
examinations, helping to tutor students, providing 
mentoring, and so on.  For instance, a “BBQ crew” of 
seven members of our congregation will travel to 
Shortland on 17 June to assist with the College’s mid-
year student awards ceremony. 

Financial support 

Margaret Jurd College is a registered charity with DGR 
status.  Consequently, donations greater than $2.00 are 
tax deductible.  Over the last few years a number of 
members of our congregation have donated money to 

the College.  Since last Sunday a number of others have 
expressed a desire to donate, or in fact have already 
made donations. 

We encourage you to consider making a tax deductible 
donation to the College.  After all, we are nearing the 
end of the financial year and what better time to make 
a donation?  Such donations could be made to the 
College generally, or you could indicate where you 
might like it to be directed.  Some examples include: 

• to the College’s Food Program (the College 
provides breakfast and lunch for all students); or 

• to the College’s Uniform Fund (the College 
provides school uniforms and shoes for all 
students who would not otherwise be 
appropriately attired for school attendance); or 

• to the College’s Pathways Fund (the College 
assists departing students to take their next step 
in life through helping them to purchase their 
first set of tools, their first suit, a pair of business 
shoes, their first set of TAFE text books, etc). 

Donations can be made directly to the College or, if 
more convenient, they can made through GPUC.  If you 
would like to donate directly it would be helpful if, 
when making your donation, you could identify 
yourself as a member of our congregation.  If you 
would like to donate through GPUC, simply transfer the 
appropriate sum to the church and note on the transfer 
that the money constitutes a donation to Margaret 
Jurd College.  No matter what means of donating you 
choose you will receive an appropriate tax receipt. 

Finally, if you would like to learn more about the 
important work undertaken by Margaret Jurd College, 
or if you would like to join our list of practical support 
volunteers, please contact Nicola, Judy E., Pru T.  
or myself. 

David Hodges, Convenor, GPUC – MJC Working Group 

Can you help? 

Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby Meals on Wheels are short of 

volunteers for the following runs: 

Wednesday 30 Jun — Runs 3, 12 and 13; and 

Friday 2 July — Run 13. 

If you’re able to lend a hand, please get in touch with 

Amanda M. or Amanda R. via volunteer@kmow.org.au 

or call 9144 2044. 

Men’s Health Expo 

Wednesday, 16 June, 10:00am — 2:00pm 
Ku-ring-gai Council is hosting a free series of talks in the 
Gordon Library next week.  Topics featured include: 

Brain Health and Hearing Loss:  Learn about research 
that shows hearing loss can lead to deterioration in 
specific parts of the brain.  Untreated hearing loss has 
been found to be one of the most common 
preventable causes of dementia. 

The Shed:  Hear the President of Ku-ring-gai Community 
Shed at St Ives talk about the various activities offered 
for men at The Shed. 

Mental Wellbeing:  Learn to recognise when your 
friends or colleagues are experiencing mental health 
issues, and discover ways that you can support them. 

Prostate Health:  Hear about the support available 
through the North Shore Prostate Cancer Support 
Group. 

Information tables will operate on the day to help 
answer your questions on these topics and others, 
including Carer Support in Northern Sydney. 

Morning tea will be available from 9.30am, and lunch 
from 12pm.  Places are limited, so booking is essential.  
You can use the link on Council’s website to register — 

see  https://bookings.kmc.nsw.gov.au/
CoursesandEvents 



Visiting the Church:   Please register your 

arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand 
sanitiser.  You must physically distance where 
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart.  This is part of 
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us 
safe. 

During worship we are permitted these strict 
combinations: 
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon; 
b) 2 singles, or 1 couple & a single per pew at Pymble;  
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew at 
both locations. 
At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.  
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 86. 
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to be 
able to remain sharing in person. 
You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship: 
at  https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 
For all the latest news  
visit our Website: ww.gpuc.org.au 
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Friendship Circle 

Join us at 10:15am in  

the Marshall Hall on 

Monday 21 June to hear 

Vicki M. talk to us about  

the science behind  

“The Northern Lights”. 

Workshops & Upcoming Events 

Gregory & Carr Funerals and GPUC will be hosting 

a Fluid Art Workshop in the School Holidays. 

Ideal for beginners. We’d love you to join us! 

Parents/grandparents with children are welcome. 

Monday 28 June, from 1:00-3:00pm 

Gordon Uniting Church, 18 Cecil St, Gordon 

$10/adult 

Social Golf Day 
10:00am, Saturday 10 July, 

Turramurra Golf Club 

Join us for a great day of golfing — 

everyone is most welcome! 

Booking is essential.  Pease contact 

Peter B. (via his Directory listing)  

by Friday 2 July to secure your spot 

and to advise whether you’ll  

be playing 9 or 18 holes. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
mailto:info@gpuc.org.au
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=pymble+uniting+church

