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A message from Steve 

GPUC Happenings    See inside for news on: 

•  MJC Donations 

•  Friendship Circle 

•  Social Golf Day 

•  Holiday Workshops 

•  NAIDOC Week event 

    artist profile 

Thank you to Rev. Paul Swadling for doing the heavy 

lifting in this weekend’s service.  The long weekend, a 

few regular commitments and a medical procedure on 

Thursday meant little time for me to put a service and 

sermon together.  And I think it is healthy to have a 

variety of pulpit voices! 

Our Congregational Meeting following worship on 

Sunday discusses two topics, the Mission Plan 

endorsement and future property matters.  We look 

forward to welcoming discussion, comments and 

questions on both topics.  However, as previously 

mentioned, it is not the time yet to advocate for any 

one property option.  We are more at the stage of 

ensuring we are asking the right questions. 

Next Sunday, 27 June, we look forward to the baptism 

of Andrew Somerville, grandson of Chris and Helen 

Firbank, at Gordon’s 9:30am service.  The Pymble Holy 

Communion service will follow at 11:00am. 

Steve Aynsley 

Zoom Sri Lanka with UnitingWorld 
UnitingWorld will be holding a Zoom call with their 

partners in Sri Lanka on Monday 21 June at 7:00pm.  

They’ll be talking with the Deaf Link program manager 

about how COVID has impacted people with disabilities 

there, as well as meeting a teacher and a student.   

The Zoom meeting link is:  https://uca-nat.zoom.us/

j/4171369860  

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist: 

Victoria Liu. 

Thoughts & Prayers 

Pray for 

Our Uniting Church in Australia, 

as we celebrate our 44nd Birthday on 22 June; 

All those who attend our Friendship Circle,  

may their meetings be a time of  

warmth and community; 

Griffith’s Michelle B. & her team of volunteers 

as they sort & distribute our 

MADOW donations to those in need; 

Refugee families as they settle into  

communities around Australia; 

The staff, board & students of Margaret Jurd College; 

Our GPUC community as we consider  

important decisions about our future; & 

Our newly formed  

Joint Nominating Committee (JNC)  

(Janet S., Di B., Andy H., Sue Co. & David T.). 

https://uca-nat.zoom.us/j/4171369860
https://uca-nat.zoom.us/j/4171369860


If you need a hard copy of The Directory, please  

let Nicola know and she’ll arrange one for you. 

Donations to  

Margaret Jurd College 
Further to last week’s presentations and article, we 

have discovered a problem with making donations to 

Margaret Jurd College by way of the regular “Giving 

Direct” bank account. 

Apparently, while the account statement records the 

individual sums received it does not indicate by whom 

such monies are given and the intended purpose of the 

sum received is not able to be discerned. 

Fortunately there is a simple solution.  If you have 

already made, or intend to make, a donation to 

Margaret Jurd College please send an email to Nicola 

and myself letting us know the following: 

• the amount you have donated; 

• the date on which you made the donation; and 

• the particular purpose (if any) to which you wish 
the funds to be applied. 

We will ensure that not only are the funds passed on to 

the College, but also that the appropriate information 

is passed on so that tax receipts (and notes of thanks) 

may be issued.  Our contact email addresses are listed 

in The Directory. 

You can also donate directly to the College:   

By Cheque – Post to Tejal Shah, Margaret Jurd College 

(NSW) Ltd., 272 Sandgate Road, Shortland NSW 2307;  

By Direct Debit – Using the following details: 

Bank Name:  Uniting Financial Services 

Account Name:  Margaret Jurd College (NSW) Ltd 

BSB:  634 634      Account number:  1000 46942 

If you have any other queries or thoughts regarding 

how our congregation may be able to offer spiritual, 

practical or financial support for Margaret Jurd College, 

please contact Nicola or myself. 

David Hodges, 

Convenor, GPUC – MJC Working Group 

The latest issue of A Shared Path  

is out now. 

Copies are available from both  

Pymble and Gordon, as well as  

online via the website. 

Youth Ministry Volunteers Needed 

We’re looking for volunteers for our Youth Ministry 

events to assist in the kitchen, with craft activities and 

with general welcoming at our events. 

Our volunteers are invaluable and neither Messy 

Church nor Friday Fun Connections would be as 

successful as they are without our lovely helpers. 

If you’re able to lend a hand, please email Courtney

(courtney@gpuc.org.au) the dates on which you would 

be available. 

Messy Church Dates: 

3 July, 7 Aug, 4 Sept, 2 Oct, 6 Nov, 4 Dec. 

Friday Fun Connections Dates: 

16 July, 20 Aug, 17 Sept, 15 Oct, 19 Nov, 17 Dec. 

Do you know a “Pamperer”? 

For National Carers’ Week this coming October, GPUC 

is joining forces with Ku-ring-gai Council and others to 

hold a Carers’ Pamper Day event at Gordon. 

We’re hoping to provide Carers in our community with 

a special treat of beauty therapy services, such as 

facials and manicures.  We have a small budget to pay 

for some of these services, so if you know of any 

beauty therapists who 

might like to be part of 

our event, we’d love to 

hear from you.   

Contact Lesley via 

lesley@gpuc.org.au. 

Friendship Circle 
Join us at 10:15am in the 

Marshall Hall on Monday  

21 June to hear Vicki M. talk  

to us about the science behind “The Northern Lights”. 

Citrus & Fruit Donations 
Do you have a plentiful supply 

of lemons or other fruit from 

your garden this season?   

Our Friday Fun Connections 

team would love to use some  

of it to make jams or relish.   

If you’re able to donate a 

supply from your produce, 

please email us via 

courtney@gpuc.org.au. 

Many thanks to those of you who have begun to drop 

off jam jars to us.  Please keep them coming! 

mailto:courtney@gpuc.org.au
mailto:courtney@gpuc.org.au


Meet Graham Toomey 
Our NAIDOC Week event facilitator & artist 

Graham Toomey is an Aboriginal Artist and Designer 

from the Wurrumunga Clan of the Wiradjuri and 

Wongaibon Aboriginal Nations of Western NSW. 

Graham says that his artworks capture the very 

constitution of his Ancient Culture and his Dreaming. 

“My Dreaming is my Identity as an Aboriginal man and 

my connection to my creators, ancestors, history, 

homelands, traditions, practices, beliefs, values, lore, 

and memories. My Dreaming also is my strong 

connection to the earth, it’s water and to all living 

things. 

It’s how I see things; it’s what I imagine and what I think 

and create about in my daily life. 

My artworks capture the beauty and the mystery within 

my culture while also illustrating my ancient homelands, 

our spirituality, and our stories.” 

One of Graham’s passions is to educate and engage 

people about his culture, through regular talks and 

presentations.  He currently runs a Culture and Art 

Gathering at Redfern Community Centre, which covers 

Traditional and Contemporary Aboriginal Art as well as 

many other aspects of Aboriginal culture. 

Graham is also the CEO and Artist for Gunawirra in 

Sydney.  Formed in 2008, Gunawirra is a benevolent 

organisation dedicated to empowering Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander children, families and communities 

to break the cycle of physical, emotional, alcohol and 

substance abuse, and domestic violence linked to poor 

mental health. 

Gunawirra’s programs focus on healing inter-

generational trauma, trauma and grief through the 

influence of cultural identity, knowledge, and creativity.  

Their programs also use professional clinical care, 

treatment and support to improve lifestyle, health and 

education. 

A snapshot of Graham’s portfolio: 

• Co - creating, designing and presenting an 

Aboriginal Message Stick to Prince Harry for 

Queen Elizabeth. 

• Having artworks purchased by Her Excellency, 

Professor, the Honourable Dame Marie Bashir. 

• Creating and designing 30 Boomerangs for 

“PlayingforChange”, a global organisation aiming  

to inspire and connect the world through music. 

• Ranking as a Finalist in the 2013 and 2014 NSW 

Aboriginal Parliament Art Award and the Fishers 

Ghost Award. 

• Being commissioned to create artworks for  

Sydney ACCOR motels, Darling Harbour and the 

City of Sydney and having his artworks featured  

by the NBN. 



Visiting the Church:   Please register your 

arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand 
sanitiser.  You must physically distance where 
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart.  This is part of 
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us 
safe. 

During worship we are permitted these strict 
combinations: 
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon; 
b) 2 singles, or 1 couple & a single per pew at Pymble;  
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew at 
both locations. 
At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.  
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 86. 
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to be 
able to remain sharing in person. 
You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship: 
at  https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 
For all the latest news  
visit our Website: ww.gpuc.org.au 
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Gregory & Carr Funerals and GPUC  
will be hosting 

a Fluid Art Workshop 
this School Holidays. 

It’s ideal for beginners and 
we’d love you to join us! 

Parents and grandparents 
with children are welcome. 

Monday 28 June, from 1:00-3:00pm 

Gordon Uniting Church, 18 Cecil St, Gordon 

$10/adult 

Social Golf Day 
10:00am, Saturday 10 July, Turramurra Golf Club 

Join us for a great day of golfing. 

Everyone is welcome!  Booking is essential. 

Pease contact Peter B. (via his Directory 

listing) by Friday 2 July to secure your spot 

and to advise whether you’ll 

be playing  9 or 18 holes. 
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