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A message from Steve Pre-Covid, a group from our congregation had visited 

the college and were very impressed with what they 

saw in this unique Uniting Church school.  In a few 

weeks’ time, a small group will again travel to MJC and 

provide BBQ services for a school function.  We look 

forward to the relationship developing over the coming 

months and years. 

Steve Aynsley  

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday 20 June, after morning worship 

Thank you to all who came and participated in the 

congregational meeting last Sunday — it was 

encouraging to have the congregation's support for the 

proposal to submit our Profile to call a 50% minister to 

GPUC, and to have the chance to introduce where we 

are up to with our mission planning. 

At our next meeting on 20 June, we want to encourage 

you to also start thinking about how and where we 

worship, now and into the future.  (A background paper 

is available.) 

How could we welcome different people to our 

community and congregation? 

Here are a couple of story outlines which describe who 

is around in our neighbourhood and the way they could 

connect to a future GPUC.  They were initially 

developed for discussions around the Carlotta Street 

development, but they really help us imagine new 

possibilities: 

Charlotte is a young, single mum 

She comes to a playgroup run in the Centre on 

Mondays.  She likes that there are a number of 

“grandparents” that often come and help out – they 

will sit with her and play with her child. 

After playgroup, they always go to the kid’s adventure 

garden and play for a little while on the toys – she gets 

a coffee and talks to the woman next to her while 

watching her child. 

As she leaves, she often walks through the meditation 

garden and sits opposite a candle to remember her 

father, who died 5 years ago, just before her child was 

born.  She wishes he could see the child now. 

Leo plays tuba for the school band 

Leo has found a place to practice on the way home 

from school.  He attends music lessons once a week, 

but then hires the room for a couple of extra hours.   

His parents are deeply grateful. 

After lessons, he hangs out with the other guys in the 

youth tech area.  There is a group that meets in the café 

that he has been to a couple of times.  The minister has 

invited him to play for a special church service and he is 

both excited and anxious about the idea. 

Perhaps you would like to think up a similar story for 

those who you would like to see use our centres? 

More next week ... 

At the Sunday morning service we welcomed Darren 

Twist, Principal, and Jim Knowles, Chair of the Board, 

from Margaret Jurd College in Shortland, Newcastle. 

This visit from them represents the next step in our 

growing partnership and we thank them for their 

willingness to travel and share some of the MJC story. 



Thoughts & Prayers 

Pray for 

Judith M., who is well on the  

way to recovery;   

May P., who continues at  

Lady Davidson for rehab;   

Lorraine C., who is doing well & is home earlier  

than expected & Barry C., who is in  

Elizabeth Lodge for respite;   

Glen W., who continues in hospital;   

Pru T., during her ongoing chemo treatment;   

our New Community of Faith,  

as we try to develop & grow a place  

for all generations; 

the staff, board & students of  

Margaret Jurd College; 

our GPUC community as we consider  

important decisions about our future; 

& our newly formed  

joint representative committee  

(Janet S., Di B., Sue Co. & David T.). 

Coffee’n’Craft 

Monday morning’s Coffee’n’Craft ladies certainly had 

their work cut out for them this week — they helped 

Flo B. sort through an incredible 60 beautifully hand 

knitted and crocheted “Wrap with Love” blankets in 

preparation for our “Knit In” later this year. 

Confessing her surprise at just how heavy they all were, 

Lyn K. said it was terrific that the group could lend a 

hand with the heavy lifting! 

Coffee’n’Craft meet every Monday at 10am in Gordon’s 

Yellow Room.  Everyone is welcome to join in the fun. 

Flo’s Wrap With Love Story... 

“I started knitting squares for Wrap With Love in 

2009 having learnt of the group’s wonderful 

humanitarian outreach providing rugs and wraps 

to people in need  

of comfort and warmth, both nationally and 

internationally. 

I suggested to some members of our Stitching 

Group at Gordon that they might like to be 

involved and now, all these years later, here we 

are still knitting squares, assembling the rugs, 

crocheting and labelling them with a WWL label! 

We’ve held five “Knit Ins” in August over the years 

and are now busily planning (Covid permitting) to 

hold our sixth on August 20th. 

Ravenswood Yr 11 and 12 students have also 

become involved, now using knitting as a form of 

stress relief as their HSC approaches.  With the 

help of their teachers, we hope to soon share 

some wonderful stories about the girls and their 

knitting. 

We’ve probably completed and delivered between 

500 and 600 rugs overall and take great joy in 

being involved in this wonderful project.  A gift of 

warmth sends a powerful message of support to 

those in need.”  Flo B. 

Pictured here are Sophie W., Vicki W., Flo B. and Pru T.  

as they sort through this year’s truly magnificent 

collection of Wrap With Love blankets. 



Ku-ring-gai – a Net Zero Community 

Anuj from Ku-ring-gai Council will be joining the 

Community Centre Current Affairs Conversation Group 

from 10:15am on Friday 11 June at Gordon.  He’ll be 

telling us about the Council’s new initiative to cut our 

overall emissions to zero by the year 2040. 

Council’s success in reducing their own emissions has 

been an important step.  Now they’re exploring how to 

help Ku-ring-gai residents with energy, waste and 

transport solutions. 

Ku-ring-gai’s community and natural environment are 

vulnerable to the effects of greenhouse gas emissions.  

A Marvellous Community Outing! 

What a resounding success our outing day was on 

Thursday!  Thank you very much to everyone who 

came along.  After the year we’ve all lived, it was 

heartening to see so many of you come together to 

socialise again. 

Around 50 people from across our community stayed 

to take in the movie, having enjoyed a delicious and 

hearty lunch at one of two nearby restaurants, ‘The 

Roseville Club’ and ‘Salt Pepper Nutmeg’.  A special 

mention goes to Rae A. who celebrated her birthday 

with us on the day! 

Council wants to address these issues locally, and is 

initiating a community consultation process where 

residents, schools, local businesses and various 

community groups have their say in “Shaping the 

Future of Ku-ring-gai”. 



Visiting the Church:   Please register your 

arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand 
sanitiser.  You must physically distance where 
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart.  This is part of 
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us 
safe. 

During worship we are permitted these strict 
combinations: 
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon; 
b) 2 singles, or 1 couple & a single per pew at Pymble;  
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew at 
both locations. 
At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.  
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 86. 
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to be 
able to remain sharing in person. 
You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship: 
at  https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 
For all the latest news  
visit our Website: ww.gpuc.org.au 
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879. 

Gordon Book Group 
Our next meeting is at 8pm on Monday 7 June at the 

home of Lyn and Peter.  We’ll be discussing “The 

Yield” by Tara June Winch.  If you can’t come in 

person, please join us on Zoom via this link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/95653856350?

pwd=OCtaRlRyNmxzdTJIMzdkQnJUVHFKZz09 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Tuesday Conversations 
Are you interested in exploring your faith and its 

traditions?  There’s a wonderful group of people who 

get together on Tuesday nights to do just that.  Over 

the last three weeks we’ve looked at the Lord’s Prayer 

and at the large story arcs we often miss in the Old 

Testament stories, gaining many new insights. 

Come and discover more on Tuesday evenings in 

Gordon’s Red Room at 7:30pm for an hour’s 

discussion, or from 6:30pm if you’d like dinner.  

Register with Nicola or Steve if you would like to join 

the mailing list. 

Friendship Circle 
Join us at 10:15am in the Marshall Hall on Monday 7 

June for coffee and a chat while working on your 

latest craft project and 

again on Monday 21 June 

for our regular meeting to 

hear Vicki Moss talk to us 

about the science behind  

“The Northern Lights”. 

If you need a hard copy of The Directory, please  

let Nicola know and she’ll arrange one for you. 

Friday Fun Connections 
18 June, 6:30pm at Gordon 

At our next FFC we’ll be making a decorative wall 

hanging to give to Margaret Jurd College.  Everyone is 

welcome to come along and join in the fun. 

School 

Holiday 

Workshop 
Unleash your inner artist!  

We’ve organised a fabulous 

school holiday art activity for 

parents, grandparents and 

children — a Marbling 

Workshop.  Make your own 

masterpiece with us on 

Monday 28 June,  

from 1:00pm at Gordon. 

Youth of UCA — PULSE group 
On Friday, 21 May, thousands of students stood 

together at the School Strike 4 Climate with Uniting 

Church Members across Australia.  In Sydney, the rain 

and cold did not stop a huge turn out.  From the Pitt 

Street Uniting Church, Pastor ‘Ofa Foi’akau shared a 

joint sermon with Matthew Powell.  She said, “It is not 

enough to just sing praises of God’s creation like the 

psalmist.  It is not enough to just listen to the word of 

God inside the four walls of a building.  The Spirit leads 

us into the world to speak and to act.  Climate Change 

is destroying my homeland of Tonga and my home in 

Australia.  Let us ACT ON CLIMATE now.  LEAVE NO-

ONE BEHIND.” 
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