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A message from Steve
Welcome to another week of lockdown and online
worship — I trust you are looking after yourself, and
if you are able, others. Be sure to check out the
information from Lifeline further down in the
Newsletter following the Zoom information session
held last week.
You might pray for the respective families, and for me,
as I lead two funerals this week. One is for the
sister-in-law of Joan P on Wednesday whom many
will know from Pymble, and the other is for Cyril W
recently of Killara Glades Nursing Home on Thursday.
It will make for a busy week, so I am pleased Scripture
teaching will not be on owing to the schools being
closed.
Sunday’s gospel reading take us into the dark world of
political power, with the story of the death of John the
Baptist. Personal animosity and unwillingness to lose
face lead to the death of an innocent man, who is the
‘collateral damage’ of the rash promises powerful
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people. These scenarios still occur today and we should
be alert to the warnings within the story.
Steve Aynsley

From Jeanie...

The Letterbox Project
Have a look at “The Letterbox Project”, a heart-warming
free service from www.connectedau.com.au co-ordinating
the delivery of handwritten letters from the wider
community to people experiencing isolation and loneliness.
In this very digital age, a handwritten letter is a beautiful
reminder of the power of real connection… something that
can have a profound and lasting impact for both the
recipient and the writer. Why not give it a try?

The Uniting Church Assembly has the pleasure of inviting you to watch the
Opening Service of the 16th Assembly and the Installation of
Rev Sharon Hollis as President of the Uniting Church in Australia,
on Saturday 17 July 2021, commencing at 11:30am.
Go to https://www.uniting.church/16thassembly or watch on our Assembly Facebook page.

Urgent Equipment Upgrade
Needed for Computer Clinic
As a result of Microsoft announcing the release of
Windows 11 later this year, our Computer Clinic
laptops and PCs desperately need upgrading.
Windows 10 PCs meeting minimum Windows 11
hardware needs, will be able to be updated for free.
Sadly, none of our Computer Clinic equipment meets
that standard.
If we cannot upgrade our equipment to Windows 10
versions meeting the minimum compatible Windows
11 hardware requirements, we risk being unable to
support Windows 11 users going forward and our
very popular weekly classes becoming obsolete.

An Update from the JNC
Our Joint Nominating Committee representatives,
Janet S, Di B, Andy H, Sue Co and David T, together
with the three Presbytery representatives, had a first
meeting last Tuesday with a potential minister
identified by ACOMP.
All went well, and we are looking forward to having
a further, more detailed conversation with that
person as part of the process where all parties seek
to discern God's call to a possible placement.

The speed with which we found ourselves back in
Covid lockdown and the reality of everyone’s reliance
on computers to remain connected with one another,
highlights our need to stay relevant and able to
support our community.
If you happen to have a pre-loved laptop or PC that
you no longer need and would be happy to donate to
us, we’d be most grateful. Please contact Bruce K (via
his listing in The Directory) if you think you can help.
(The minimum specifications we require are:
8GB Memory (RAM), 256GB Disk, Intel i5 Processor,
Microsoft Windows 10.)

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
All those whose livelihoods are affected by
the lockdown in Sydney;
Attendees of UCA’s 16th Assembly on 17—18 July,
as they make decisions to guide the life of
the church & its advocacy over the next 3 years;
Pru T, as she nears the end of her treatment;
Maureen H in Melbourne recuperating from surgery;
Helen H recovering after foot reconstruction surgery;
Our Joint Nominating Committee members ,
as conversations begin about a possible placement;
Our Church Council members, as they ponder
& explore issues about Church property;
Our RE teachers Rev Steve, Robyn J & Courtney H,

UnitingWorld send a big thank you for joining hands
and helping people take charge of their lives through
education, training and employment initiatives.

as they commence Term 3;
& our GPUC community, that we remain vigilant
with our Covid-safe practices.

NAIDOC Week
During the past week, the ABC has featured the
stories of UAICC Interim National Chair Pastors
Mark Kickett, Aunty Rev Dr Denise Champion,
Brooke Prentis, Aunty Janet Oobagooma and Pastor
Kirsty Burgu on TV and radio.
Links to these and other resources can be found at
https://uniting.church/assembly-covenant-actionplan/#naidocweek.

Lifeline Zoom Session
Last Tuesday two Lifeline Counsellors,
Jen and Rachael, gave us a terrific
Zoom presentation on how we can stay
mentally healthy during COVID times.
The session was very informative and
provided a number of thought-provoking
and useful tips, even for those who
thought they were coping well.
Lifeline’s most important tips are to
take care of yourself and to create opportunities for
experiencing positive emotions.
They advise this is most easily achieved by keeping up
a set of daily activities… and especially ones which give
you a sense of achievement, are indulgent, and give
you joy!
GPUC has long been a staunch supporter of Lifeline’s
work, so it was wonderful to see it in action and to
connect with members of their counselling staff.

Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury CEO, Wendy Carver,
said, “I am so pleased Lifeline can provide GordonPymble Uniting with some support at this time.
Your congregation is always so supportive of Lifeline
and it is great when we can do something in return!”
If you missed the live presentation, a PowerPoint of it
can be accessed both through our website or via links
in the weekly service email. We look forward to
hosting Lifeline’s “Accidental Counsellor” course
in September.

Playgroup on Zoom
Playgroup will continue via Zoom next week.
Meeting ID: 818 7031 9501 and Passcode: 437026.
At 9:30am on Monday 12 July, Tuesday 13 July, and
Wednesday 14 July Courtney will lead each Playgroup
with a story, cheery singing and some fun dancing.
Hopefully we will be able to return to face-to-face sessions
from the following week, commencing 19 July.

Friday Fun Connections

Not everything is cancelled!!

Another “first” for FFC! Lockdown might mean we can’t
meet in person, so we’ll have our first Zoom gathering at
6:30pm on Friday 16 July instead. Meeting ID: 830 7058
0743 and Passcode: 468836.
We’ll be encouraging our group
to make doggie biscuits so we can
send them to Monika's Doggie
Rescue, a no-kill shelter that
rescues and re-homes abandoned
dogs from death row in Sydney's
pounds. Check out their website
at www.doggierescue.com.

A number of our activities are still happening…
just via Zoom!
Check your emails for news of which groups
are planning virtual “chats” and “meetings”
so we can all stay connected.

We’re planning a quiz,
perhaps some singing
and dancing, and a time
to connect as well.
Everyone is very
welcome to join us
for some laughs.

NSW Dine & Discover Vouchers
Good news! NSW D&D vouchers have been
further extended until 31 August 2021.
And the Dine vouchers are now valid for takeaway
meals! So if you’ve got any left, why not support
our local restaurants during lockdown?

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion
to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays.
Website — please send items for uploading to our
website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

