Lockdown
Lowdown:
The Sequel

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church
Sunday 4 July 2021
© Manny Francisco

A message from Steve
In the midst of our immediate concerns around the
pandemic and lockdown, today we turn towards more
entrenched issues as we focus on NAIDOC Week.
It is a celebration of Aboriginal people’s history, culture
and achievements, but it is difficult to celebrate
unaware of the struggles Australia’s First Peoples
continue to face. Today we reflect on some similarities
of conquered peoples in the Old Testament.
Thanks to all those making extra calls and checking on
people. Whilst we hope it will be a shorter lockdown
than the earlier ones, some experts are saying second
and subsequent ones are more difficult to cope with.
Stay strong and connected.

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
A continued deepening of relationships between
the First and Second Peoples of our ancient land,
as we celebrate NAIDOC Week;

Those attending the Uniting Church in Australia’s

Thanks to Lesley B. for arranging the Zoom workshop
with Lifeline reps on staying mentally active during
Covid times — see inside for details.
Steve Aynsley

Lockdown Wisdom From Jeanie...

16th Assembly on 17-18 July, as they make
decisions to guide the life of the church and its
advocacy over the next 3 years;
Pru T., as she nears the end of her treatment;
Maureen H. in Melbourne recuperating from surgery;
Helen H. recovering after foot reconstruction surgery;
as conversations begin about a possible placement;

Synod’s latest Covid-19 Guidance Note 32B
confirms for us that:

All Lifeline telephone counsellors as they help

• Places of Worship must not be open to the public.

Our Joint Nominating Committee members

people through these difficult times;
& our GPUC community, as we do our best
to care for one another & to see the positive
during Sydney’s lockdown.

All worship must use Zoom, be live-streamed
or be pre-recorded.
• All third-party hirers and face-to-face meetings

should be cancelled.

An Update from the JNC
Following the congregation's support for submitting
GPUC’s Profile to call a 50% minister, the Profile was
approved by the Advisory Committee on Ministerial
Placements.
Our Joint Nominating Committee representatives,
Janet S., Di B., Andy H., Sue Co. and David T., had
a first meeting with the three Presbytery
representatives last Monday, and were informed
that ACOMP had identified a potential minister.
The JNC will now arrange a meeting with that person
to start the conversation about a possible placement.

Assembly launches
Covenant Action Plan
As we approach NAIDOC Week 2021, the Uniting
Church Assembly has launched its first Assembly
Covenant Action Plan. UCA President Dr Deidre
Palmer said, “The ACAP rightly places First Peoples,
through the UAICC, at the heart of who we are as
the Uniting Church calls us to deepening relationships
as First Peoples and Seconds Peoples living in this
ancient land.”

Urgent Equipment Upgrade
Needed for Computer Clinic
As a result of Microsoft announcing the release of
Windows 11 later this year, our Computer Clinic
laptops and PCs desperately need upgrading.
Windows 10 PCs meeting minimum Windows 11
hardware needs, will be able to be updated for free.
Sadly, none of our Computer Clinic equipment meets
that standard.
If we cannot upgrade our equipment to Windows 10
versions meeting the minimum compatible Windows
11 hardware requirements, we risk being unable to
support Windows 11 users going forward and our
very popular weekly classes becoming obsolete.
The speed with which we found ourselves back in
Covid lockdown and the reality of everyone’s reliance
on computers to remain connected with one another,
highlights our need to stay relevant and able to support
our community.
Please contact Bruce K. if you have a pre-loved laptop
or PC that you could donate to us. (The minimum
specifications we require are: 8GB Memory (RAM),
256GB Disk, Intel i5 Processor, Microsoft Windows 10.)
Elibrary and eresources
Ku-ring-gai Library offers downloadable eBooks and
audiobooks with BorrowBox, CloudLibrary, Overdrive
(libby app), Indyreads and Wheelers ePlatform; digital
magazines; downloadable music with Freegal; and
streaming documentaries and Indie feature films with
Kanopy and Beamafilm.

Use Ku-ring-gai’s Libraries to
Stay Connected & Entertained
Even though Ku-ring-gai Council’s Libraries at Gordon,
Turramurra, St Ives and Lindfield are closed during the
lockdown, you can still access many Library services
online. Visit www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Community/Ku-ringgai-Library for the full story. Here are the highlights:
Memberships
Online memberships are available for people living or
working in Ku-ring-gai. You can apply for a temporary
membership through the online catalogue. The Library
will contact you to confirm all details and then mail
your membership card. You’ll be able to borrow
ebooks and use eresources from the Elibrary page.
Access newspapers online
Library members can access online newspapers and
other new resources, by logging into the Library’s News
Bank Australia database.

Staff are available in branches
Although closed to the community,
Library staff are still onsite to answer
any of your queries via phone or email.
Please contact your nearest branch
for assistance.
Gordon: 9424 0120 or gordon.library@kmc.nsw.gov.au
Lindfield: 9424 0426 or lind.library@kmc.nsw.gov.au
St Ives: 9424 0451 or stiveslibrary@kmc.nsw.gov.au
Turramurra: 9424 0480 or turra.library@kmc.nsw.gov.au

Not everything is cancelled!!
A number of our activities are still happening…
just via Zoom!
Check your emails for news of which groups
are planning virtual “chats” and “meetings”
so we can all stay connected.

Virtual Book Group
Well, we can’t meet in person,
but we can all still have a lively
discussion online!
Everyone is very welcome
to join in via Zoom
at 8pm on Monday 5 July,
as we consider “Chasing
the McCubbin” by
Sandi Scaunich.
Our Zoom meeting link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/95653856350pwd=
OCtaRlRyNmxzdTJIMzdk
QnJUVHFKZz09
(Meeting ID: 956 5385 6350
and Passcode: 637680)

Zoom Messy with us
Saturday 3 July, 4:30pm
Sadly we can’t have our annual
winter bonfire, but we’re meeting up
on Zoom instead... so settle in with your hot
cocoa and marshmallows for a catchup. Come
along ready to chat about the good times you’ve had
around the campfire. Steve will be telling a story.
You could even make some damper… there’s a recipe
to download from our website!
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84981162313?
pwd=K054V2hFeUZBWTdud3l4S29wSjB5QT09
Meeting ID: 849 8116 2313 Passcode: 679218

PLAYGROUP ART ON ZOOM! Monday 5 July, 10am
Join us for this online art event.
You’ll need A4 cardboard or thick paper, a glue stick, colourful
paper & other craft box bits like feathers, foil, beads, etc.
To register, please email: courtney@gpuc.org.au

WAYS TO STAY

mentally healthy
DURING COVID TIMES
We warmly invite you to a presentation on
Wellbeing in another Covid-19 Lockdown, Ways to Stay
Mentally Healthy and the Support Services Available.
This 45-minute talk from Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury’s
Clinical Services Counsellors
will include an opportunity for Q&A time at the end.

Tuesday 6 July at 10am
Please book your spot via lesley@gpuc.org.au,
or call 0480 224 981
Zoom meeting link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6091644909
Meeting ID: 609 164 4909
(Or phone 8015 6011 and follow the prompts.)

JOIN US ON ZOOM!

ART WITH
DENISE
Scribble patterns and colour wheel basics.

THIS WORKSHOP IS FREE
FRIDAY 9 JULY, 1 — 2PM
No previous art experience needed.
Denise will guide you through
scribble art design and shading.
She will also demonstrate using a colour wheel
and how to access one online.
You will need an A4 sheet of white card
or similar paper, coloured pencils,
an HB pencil, eraser and a pencil sharpener.
Bookings essential.
Please email lesley@gpuc.org.au
for the Zoom links.

Social Golf Day
10:00am, Saturday 10 July
Turramurra Golf Club
Join us for a great day of golfing.
Everyone is welcome! Booking is essential.
Pease contact Peter B. (via his Directory listing) by
Friday 2 July to secure your spot and to advise
whether you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes.

NAIDOC WEEK EVENT
Sydney’s current lockdown
means that our
Aboriginal Art & Culture
Workshop with
Graham Toomey
has been postponed.
As soon as we’re allowed
to reschedule this
terrific workshop,
we’ll let you know
the new date.
For any queries, please contact
lesley@gpuc.org.au

This event is permitted to go ahead whether or
not we find ourselves still in lockdown on 10 July
— golfing qualifies as “an outdoor exercise
activity in groups of less than 10 people”.
Peter will email everyone who has already
registered should there be any change to this.
If you have already registered, but no longer
feel comfortable about playing
please let Peter know as soon as possible.

Youth Ministry Volunteers Needed
We’re looking for volunteers for our Youth Ministry
events to assist in the kitchen, with craft activities and
with general welcoming at our gatherings.
Our volunteers are invaluable and neither Messy
Church nor Friday Fun Connections would be as
successful as they are without our lovely helpers.
If you’re able to lend a hand, please email Courtney
(courtney@gpuc.org.au) the dates on which you would
be available.
Messy Church Dates:
7 Aug, 4 Sept, 2 Oct, 6 Nov, 4 Dec.
Friday Fun Connections Dates:
16 July, 20 Aug, 17 Sept, 15 Oct, 19 Nov, 17 Dec.

Our Fluid Art Workshop
sponsored by Gregory & Carr Funerals
will be rescheduled
for a date later in the year.
We’ll publish further details for you
as they become available.

Do you know a “Pamperer”?
For National Carers’ Week this coming October, GPUC
is joining forces with Ku-ring-gai Council and others to
hold a Carers’ Pamper Day event at Gordon.
We’re hoping to provide Carers in our community with
a special treat of beauty therapy services, such as
facials and manicures.
We have a small budget to pay for some of these
services, so if you know
of any beauty therapists
who might like to be
part of our event, we’d
love to hear from you.
Contact Lesley on 0480
223 981 or email via
lesley@gpuc.org.au.

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays.
Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

