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A message from Steve 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Warwick H, as he continues to recover well; 

• Ross S, who has been in hospital this week; 

• Shirley B, that another hospital admission from last 

Thursday will provide some answers for her; 

• Jo S, who is hoping to be home by this weekend; & 

• Duncan McD, who is home after 3 weeks in hospital 

& on leave as he recovers.  Duncan is in good 

spirits, but has been knocked around. 

The UCA Assembly has asked us to pray for: 

• The people of Lebanon as they struggle with 

extended power blackouts, a failing economy  

& as they continue to support Syrian refugees who 

have arrived there.  We also pray for the Lebanese 

community in Australia & UCA members who are 

supporting their families & communities in 

Lebanon; 

• Communities in Australia as they emerge from 

lockdown & churches as they discern ways to re-

open their buildings; & 

• The work of UnitingWorld & our church partners 

who are supporting communities facing disaster  

& the impact of COVID-19. 

Every so often it is good to take in the big picture…  

So this is one bird’s eye view of GPUC. 

Having amalgamated in 2019 we have been growing 

together as a single congregation, surviving Covid (no 

mean feat) and looking forward. 

We appointed Lesley to grow connections with our 

wider community and are seeking to appoint a part-time 

minister to lead our ministry with young families. 

But we didn’t wait for the minister - we adjusted 

Position Descriptions and with Courtney and Nicola’s 

expertise, and much enthusiasm from our families, 

began Friday Fun Connections and continued Messy 

Church. 

To formalise our direction as a church, we shared, 

planned and then adopted a Mission Plan. 

A property possibility came to our attention which 

required us to explore all options.  This has us busy 

asking big questions about who we are and why we 

would take such a step.  It also has us speaking to 

churches that have done re-developments and those 

trying new things in ministry. 

We have maintained worship online, trying some new 

things at times, and we look forward to being back in 

person soon, appreciating that Covid has changed many 

things. 

Church Council has been active through all of this, 

exploring options, seeking discernment, listening to our 

people and our wider community. 

Please continue to pray for our Council as we explore 

the big picture of GPUC and where God is calling us as a 

congregation. 

Steve Aynsley 
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Any time  GPUC Virtual Worship via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 

11:00am—12:30pm  GPUC Zoom Morning Tea 
Log in to Zoom & enter the following: 
Meeting ID: 819 0297 5085   Passcode: 471310 

Sunday 17 

 

9:30am  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

11:30am  Playgroup—Mothers’ Group 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Newspaper Quiz & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Richard H. 

Monday 18  

5:00pm  Crosswords, Conversation & a Glass of Wine 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Paul S. 

Wednesday 20 

 

10:00—11:00am  Bible Study 
Contact Sue or David Co. 

Thursday 21 

 

9:00am—12:30pm  Computer Clinic 
Contact Bruce K. 

10:15am  Current Affairs 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Friday 22 

For daily activities, our Zoom link is : 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?

pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09   

Meeting ID: 885 6619 5797   Passcode: 048065 

Catch up online  
via our many interest groups,  

here’s what’s available 
17 Oct—22 Oct... 

Where links aren’t shown, contact the group’s  
leader via their Directory listing. 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

7:30—9:30pm Tuesday Conversations 
Exploring life.  Use Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?
pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09 
with Meeting ID: 857 5750 1698  &  Passcode: 325834  

Tuesday 19 

Help is available for scanning your Vaccination Certificates 
We’re here to help!  We’d love you to be all set to return 

to our premises once again for community activities 

(from 25 October) and worship (from 5 December). 

If you would like help to create a digital copy of your 

Vaccination Certificate, Immunisation Record or Medical 

Exemption document, Lesley and Nicola have reserved 

two days to be available to scan your hard copy 

document or help download a PDF file to your device.  

Your documents will be saved securely to our GPUC 

register, which will enable faster entry processing 

when you return to in-person activities. 

Please make an appointment to visit Gordon on either 

Tuesday 19 October, or Thursday 28 October.   

We have to operate by appointment in order to 

manage distancing and numbers of people in the area. 

To book, please contact Lesley on 0480 223 981 or via 

lesley@gpuc.org.au 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09


Congregation Meeting Postponed 
The Congregation Meeting which was to be held on 

Sunday 24 October will now be postponed, probably 

to a date in December.  Unfortunately, the Joint 

Nominating Committee is not in a position to bring the 

name of a minister for approval to fill the part-time 

placement at GPUC, as the minister we were talking 

with has decided not to continue with the 

conversation.  We will confirm the date of the next 

Congregation Meeting as soon as possible.  In 

December we are looking forward to the fact that we 

will be able to hold the meeting face-to-face. 

Sue Conde AM, Chair of the Congregation 

Aged Care Services Explained 
Throughout October, Hornsby Shire and Ku-ring-gai 

Councils are jointly hosting a series of free online 

information workshops to help explain various aspects 

of aged care services.  For full details and to book a 

spot, visit www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Community/Seniors/

Seniors-events  or contact Robin Hall on 9424 0836. 

We’re invited to join a special briefing for Uniting 

Church members & congregations to discuss 

Community Refugee Sponsorship Australia's (CRSA) 

Group Mentorship Program.  The program will give 

opportunities for groups and Churches to provide 

practical support and friendship to newly-arrived 

refugee households in NSW/ACT. 

The briefing will explain the program and its impact 

and explore how we and our congregation could 

become involved.  The briefing will be held on 

Wednesday 17 November, 7:00—8:15pm via Zoom.   

Register your attendance via the link on our website 

www.gpuc.org.au, found under Featured Articles. 

Gordon Book Club 
At our September meeting we discussed 

“When Time Stopped” by Ariana Neumann.  

This was a very interesting book of a 

woman’s investigation of her father’s life in 

Europe during World War II.  She made these 

investigations after his death, based on a box of papers 

and photos that he left.  She discovered a great deal 

about her family that she had not previously known 

and describes the fascinating story of how her father 

survives the war. 

For November, our book is “Caravans” by 

James A Michener, a novel set in Afghanistan 

after WWII, and following that we will read a 

humourous book, “The Road to Little 

Dribbling” by Bill Bryson in December. 

For those who wanted additional books to 

read, the following books have been 

suggested during the latter part of this year, 

but not chosen as our selection for varying 

reasons:  “The Beekeeper of Aleppo” by Christy Lefteri, 

“The Anarchy” by William Dalrymple, “Notes from a 

Small Island” by Bill 

Bryson.  Or we may 

decide to read one of 

them in 2022. 

Out-of-Hours Access 
Are you a parishioner with a key who needs to enter either 

of our Gordon or Pymble complexes when staff are off site?  

We ask that you please understand you must register your 

vaccination certificate or medical exemption document 

with us before going on site. 

Until 1 December, we are legally obliged to check the 

vaccination status of everyone who enters our premises. 

Once you have emailed a PDF version of your certificate or 

exemption to info@gpuc.org.au we will log it into our 

register.  After that, you are welcome at any time.  Please 

also remember to check-in via our QR-codes located at all 

entrances.  If you need help accessing a digital copy of your 

documents, see page 2 for details of two special assistance 

days on offer. 

Ku-ring-gai Council Opens  
Native Bee Program 2021 

The wait-list for the 

native beehive program 

2021 is now open!   

If you’re a Ku-ring-gai 

resident and would like 

to host a hive of the native stingless bee Tetragonula 

carbonaria on your property, then visit Council’s 

website “What’s On” tab to register your interest.  The 

wait list will close at midnight on 21 November 2021. 

Hives will be allocated through a “Bee Lottery”, giving 

everyone who registers an equal chance. 

After the “splitting season” is complete and accurate 

hive availability is known, Council will allocate hives 

and hopes to finalise delivery by the end of December. 



Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion  
to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our 
website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Last chance to “Stir Up”! 
Down to the wire… there’s now only one day left to 

get your 2021 “Stir Up” order in — the order/

booking deadline is 18 October. 

See the flyer below for more information, including 

how to order your pudding and book a Zoom session, 

or if you’d prefer to chat, contact Judy G via email at 

gpucstirups@gmail.com or call 9488 7678. 

Playgroup on Zoom 
Our Zoom Playgroup schedule continues as follows: 

9.30am—10.30am  Mondays and Tuesdays — 

All ages playgroup. 

NEW TIME & DAY  11.30am  Mondays —  

Mothers’ Group — a chance for our Mums to chat 

and connect on Zoom. 

(Meeting ID: 818 7031 9501 and Passcode: 437026.) 

Craft packs for weeks 3, 4 and 5 (Nursery rhymes 

theme) are available for pick up from both sites.  

They’re outside the front door in a blue tub labelled 

“GPUC Activities”.  The packs are $7 per theme, or 

$50 for the term.  Your donations are greatly 

appreciated to keep Playgroup running during 

lockdown. 

 

Happy Birthday wishes this week to: 
Andrew C, Margo L & Anne V 

Due to the complexities of staggered returns 
to worship after lockdowns across Australia, 
the National Church Life Survey team has 
announced that completion of the survey has 

been extended until 13 February 2022. 

Lets Get Filming for Kiribati 
Our FFC kids and adults will be filming a video on zoom 

for our UnitingWorld connection with Kiribati 

(pronounced “Kiri-bus”).  Our aim is to let them know 

we are thinking of them. 

We would love it if others 

in the GPUC community 

are able to join us in 

expressing their wishes of 

hope and love on film too. 

Over the next couple of weeks Nicola hopes to record 

some of your wishes on Zoom at Sunday morning tea 

or perhaps at Tuesday Conversations , Current Affairs, 

Playgroup or any other of our Zoom groups.  Your 

message need only be short — 30 seconds is about 

right.  Please contact Nicola if your group would be 

happy to be involved. 

NCLS 
2021 

DELAYED 

mailto:gpucstirups@gmail.com

