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A message from Steve
Food Donations
We’re pleased to report that large batches of food
donations have gone off to both Exodus and Lifeline.
Thank you to everyone who has made contactless
“deposits” to the boxes outside our offices, your
contributions are very much appreciated by both
organisations. No matter how small, please keep the
food staples coming, every little bit helps make a big
difference to people in need. As the days are turning a
little chillier, we’d be grateful for some colder weather
foods, as well as small size tea and coffee.

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
• John B and his family as they adjust to the loss of

dear Edwina;
• Maddy & James R as they begin their married life

together;
• A happy & productive Term 2 for all our Community

Centre, Playgroup, Messy Church & Friday Fun
Connections leaders & participants;
• Those in our community suffering from Covid

during the current rise in local case numbers;
• The work of UnitingWorld & our ongoing

relationship with Kiribati; &
• The binding relationship between the Uniting

Church and the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress as we prepare to renew the
Covenant at the 16th Assembly reconvened
meeting.
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
Alan Peterson

Today we welcome Dr Sureka Goringe, National Director
UnitingWorld, to hear an update especially in relation to Kiribati.
We always look forward to Sureka’s visits and messages. There
will be a retiring offering for the work of UnitingWorld at the
conclusion of the service. Please give as you are able.
Last Thursday was a lovely celebration of Edwina B’s life at her
memorial service at Pymble. What a joy to hear the moving
tributes from her family highlighting her warmth and compassion,
and we continue to uphold John and the family in prayer. Thank
you to the band of helpers who assisted in set up and serving
refreshments. The family, and I, always greatly appreciate the
generous help.
We also received the news this week that Heather T, former
Pymble member, organist and Choir Conductor, had passed away
recently. Many will remember Heather fondly. A memorial
service was held at Bowral Uniting Church on Anzac Day.
In two weeks, on Sunday 15 May, our only service will be held at
Pymble Ladies College Chapel, as we resume our services with
the boarding students and some ex-students baptising their
children. These are enjoyable services in the lovely chapel and we
are involving the girls in one of our recorded panels around the
meaning of Easter. Please note the change of venue for worship
that day. We meet at 9.30am and, as previously noted, our
Church Picnic follows at the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden from
midday. We have invited the boarders to join us and so there will
be no brunch in the college dining room as we have previously
done.
From next Sunday and during May, Church Council is asking your
opinion on a Vision Statement and a set of Values for our
congregation. Four draft vision statements were presented at the
last Congregation Meeting and we have further cut that down to
two options, including a recommended one. A Vision Statement
is a short, pithy statement of the type of congregation we want to
be. It can’t contain everything about us, but it should excite us
and be catchy for the wider community. The adopted Vision
Statement and Values will sit alongside, or be incorporated into
our ‘Mustard Seed’ Mission Plan. I hope you will look forward to
participating.
Steve Aynsley

Friendship
Circle
Craft
Come along and join us at
Pymble on the first Monday of
each month for a cuppa and a
cosy chat while working on your
current craft project. Our next
meeting will be Monday 2 May
from 10:30am—12:30pm in the
MacArthur Lounge.

Saturday
7 May
4:30pm — 6:30pm
This month at Messy we’ll be
focussing on Mums. We’ll hear stories of women in
the Bible and make a gift for our lovely mothers.

Celebrating its return at long last, our “Australia’s
Biggest Morning Tea” event will be twice as good this
year. Why? Because we’re hosting two, of course!
11:00am at Gordon
on both Monday 23 May & Friday 27 May

Church Community Picnic
Sunday, 15 May from 12:00 noon
Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden
420 Mona Vale Rd, St Ives (Entry off Richmond Ave)
Come along and join us for a Church Picnic — it’s for
everyone, all ages, and we’re looking forward to
sharing time together as a Church family.
We’ve booked the Dampier’s Clearing picnic area, near
the Visitor Centre. There’s plenty of parking (and toilet
facilities) nearby. Tables and seating are provided, just
bring your own picnic fare, drinks, tea or coffee –
whatever you’ll need to enjoy the afternoon. Please
email via info@gpuc.org.au to let us know if you’ll be
joining us. If you need help with transport, or further
information, please contact Andrew and Sue Cr or
David and Sue Co.

Save the dates and come along and hear some very
inspiring stories. If you feel you would like to share
something from your own journey, please let Lyn K or
Lesley B know (we’re in the latest Directory). There
will be memories, great conversations and lots of fun.
Even if you can’t come along, we all know someone
who has been through this challenging journey.
So please, think about making a donation, or bake
something to contribute towards this worthwhile
cause. If you would like to donate directly to our
GPUC Biggest Morning Tea, you can do so online via
https://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/
fundraisers/G-PUC
Monday 23 May is also Bruce K’s birthday and so that
he doesn’t miss out, we’re celebrating with lunch at
the Greengate after the Big Morning Tea. It might be a
very light lunch after morning tea! Come along and
make it a double celebration!
For more information, please contact Lyn K or Lesley B.

Friendship Circle
Join us from 10:30am—12:30pm in the Marshall Hall
on Monday 16 May for
our regular meeting. This
month our guest speaker
is Vicki Moss, who’ll be
talking to us about “The
History of Glebe”.

Safeguarding
Children &
Young People
in the UCA
Free Zoom Training Forum, Thursday 5 May, 12—1pm
Join Sarah Lim, National Director, UCA Redress Limited
and John Cox, Director, National Safe Church Unit as
they share what UCA is doing to safeguard under 18s
in the Church. This training webinar is aimed at any
adult across the Uniting Church, including ministry
agents and Safe Church contacts. To register, email
info@safechurch.uca.org.au with details of your
name, role, congregation and Synod. You’ll be sent a
meeting invitation with a Zoom link.

Cavalcade of Fashion—
The Art of 1920s Evening Gowns
Thursday 12 May, 7:00—8:00pm
Ku-ring-gai Council is hosting a free presentation about
historic fashion eras as part of The Cavalcade of History
and Fashion’s travelling exhibition. The next event
showcases evening gowns of the 1920s and will be held
at the Gordon Library Meeting Room.
The collection of beaded and
embellished 1920s evening
gowns stunningly illustrates
the influences of the postWorld War I Art Deco design,
the Paris avant-garde, haute
couture designers and artists,
and the artisan embroiderers
who made such creations
possible.
At this presentation The Cavalcade will take the
audience on a journey back in time to the 1920s, a
decade of elegant fashion, liberated women and
inspired designers, artists and artisans. Featured will
be some of Cavalcade’s finest beaded, embroidered
and embellished 1920s evening dresses and capes.
Hear about the design influences, the embroidery
ateliers and the techniques of machine and hand
beading. The gowns, on hangers, will be walked
through the audience during the presentation by white
-gloved assistants so audience members can get a
closer look at the details of these magnificent
garments.
Book via Council’s website www.krg.nsw.gov.au and
search the “Things to do”/”What’s on” menu tabs.

Renewing the Covenant
In 1994 the Uniting Church in Australia entered into a
Covenant with the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress (UAICC). The Covenanting
Statement acknowledged past wrongs and made a
new commitment to
the relationship, and
to working together
towards a more just
church and nation.
On Friday, 6 May, at
the beginning of the
reconvened meeting
of the 16th Assembly,
there will be a renewing of the Covenant. Uniting
Church President Rev Sharon Hollis said the act is
both a confession and a celebration.
“It invites us again to place the work of covenanting
at the heart of our life as a Church affirming the
sovereignty of First Nations people, to celebrate their
achievements, joy, and strength, and to be serious
about facing the truth of the church’s ongoing
participation in colonisation.
"It means listening to and acting on the wisdom of
First Nations People and supporting Congress to be
self-determining in their ministry.”
The Welcome to Country and Friday night worship,
which will involve the renewing of the Covenant, will
be available for the
wider Uniting
Church to watch
via livestream on
the 16th Assembly
webpage https://
uniting.church/
16thassembly/ and Uniting Church in Australia
Facebook page. Join in at 7:30pm.

With Love to the World
With Love to the World’s next
issue (Pentecost May-Aug 2022)
has arrived. Subscribers who
normally collect their copies in
person will find them as follows:
For Pymble regulars, labelled
copies are available from the blue
bench in the foyer; and for
Gordon regulars, labelled copies are available from
the reception counter.

A New Activity for Playgroup
Literature Lovers, come along and join us for our new
Baby Book Club on Wednesdays at 11:30am.
All carers and bubs are welcome to bring along a book
that your baby or toddler is
enjoying, to share with others
and read together. You might
even want to bring a book of
your own to recommend for
the grown ups!
You can either join the 9:30am
Playgroup and stay on for
Baby Book Club, or you may
like to come closer to
11:30am. Your Playgroup fee will cover the whole
morning, whether you come at 9:30am or 11:30am or
somewhere in-between.

“Among the things that you can give
and still keep
are your word, a smile,
and a grateful heart.”

Playgroups at Gordon
All our Playgroups are resuming at Gordon for Term 2
from Monday 2 May.
Mondays with Courtney
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am—1:30pm
for a Mothers & Babies Playgroup.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
with Nicola
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am—12:30pm Wednesdays
for our new Baby Book Club.
Fees: $7 per class, or $10 for two or more children;
or $50 per term.

Need office furniture?
Our Gordon office has 4 desks and 2 filing cabinets to
repurpose. Contact Lesley on 0480 223 981 if you’d like
to put dibs on any of these free items.

Zig Ziglar

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month
(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).
For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033 Passcode: 875628
Tuesday Conversations
Meets weekly from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s
Red Room. The discussion focuses on exploring
faith in our contemporary world.
Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923 Passcode: 212262
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month
to explore life by reading a book in depth.
The group will continue their discussion of
“Wholehearted Faith”.
Contact Heather McM for further details.
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• Physical distancing (of 1.5m apart, except for

household members) must be observed at all times
indoors.
• Masks must be worn in common areas indoors but

you may be mask-free in worship and while seated
and consuming morning tea.
• Singing is allowed with no masks. However, we

recognise some may be anxious about unmasked
singing, so the back pews of the church will be
reserved for those who wish to remain masked and
who choose not to sing.
• For communion, the elements will be handed to

seated congregants and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves and be triplevaccinated.
• Registration for a service and QR-code check-in are

not required, but visitors are asked to record their
name and contact details so that all attendees can
be notified if an attendee tests COVID-positive.

