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Celebrating 45 years of UCA
As we approach the 45th anniversary of the Uniting
Church in Australia next Wednesday 22 June, UCA has
prepared a video to share as we celebrate this
wonderful milestone.
UCA President Rev Sharon Hollis shares what she is
thankful for about the Uniting Church and her hopes
for the future. The video also includes short snippets
from members of the 16th Assembly reflecting on what
they love most about the Uniting Church.
To view the video, visit https://vimeo.com/718977814
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Pray for
Neville B, who passed away peacefully on
Thursday at Bowden Brae. We pray for Neville’s
family at this time of loss;
Jean S & her family, coming to terms with the
passing of Ross;
Our BBQ crew, as they travel north to connect
with Margaret Jurd College for the students’
mid-year presentation ceremony;
Safe journeys for all those in our community
planning holiday travels in the coming weeks;
All those who give their time & energy so
generously to faithfully serve God, their
community & our Church;
Safety, hope & welcome for people who seek
refuge in Australia. May peace prevail in the parts
of our world impacted by war and violence; &
Those hit hardest by increased costs of living & for
individuals & families struggling for the resources
to meet their basic needs.
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
Victoria Liu
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A Message from Steve
We have heard that our application for a Synod grant
has not been approved. While the committee affirmed
our ministry direction, the reason given was that we are
a well-resourced congregation. From their
communication, "The committee would like to
encourage Gordon-Pymble to continue to build on the
valuable first third of life ministries it has established
(Messy Church, Friday Fun Connections and Playgroups)
and the relationships with local Uniting Church schools.
However, given the resources available to GordonPymble Uniting Church for the size of the congregation,
the committee finds it difficult to see how it could justify
growth funding above other proposals in the future.”
There will be a bit more information at Sunday’s
Congregational Meeting. We remain convinced about
our direction, but it seems it is time for a re-think about
our strategies. Please continue to pray for the way
ahead for GPUC.
I bring the sad news that Neville B passed away on
Thursday at Bowden Brae. Neville was a worldrenowned ballroom dancer and teacher, and taught
well into his 90s. The funeral will be held at Pymble
Church perhaps on Monday 29 June, but this is still to
be confirmed.
Thanks to those who were able to help at our working
bee at Gordon. All the efforts were much appreciated,
including our Korean friends from Sydney Covenant
Uniting Church.
Steve Aynsley

Notice of Congregation Meeting
A general Meeting of the Congregation of the
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church will be held on
Sunday, 19 June 2022, at 10.30 am, following morning
worship at the Gordon Church.
Sue Co AM, Chair of the Congregation

Guess who’s
turning 100 on 14 July?
She still attends Church every Sunday, does her
own shopping and cooking, goes to her Club in the
city, participates in the Anzac Day March (Land
Army Girl) and is always delightful company!

She’s our Barbara C!
To help celebrate Barbara’s amazing milestone,
we have plans for Sunday 10 July—
Cake and Candles at Pymble Church from 10:40am
before the service, followed by lunch at
The Roseville Club (64 Pacific Highway, Roseville)
from 12:30pm.
Everyone is welcome—please contact
Di W or Lorraine C via their Directory listings if
you’d like to join in these celebrations.

Community Centre Visitor
Community Centre had a special visit last Friday from
the Deputy Mayor of Ku-ring-gai Council, Barbara Ward.
Our Current Affairs group welcomed Barbara, who
spoke about her journey to being elected to Council, as
well as of matters currently on Council’s agenda. Our
group took the opportunity to raise various issues,
which Barbara listened to and took on board.
Barbara has offered to visit us again anytime and is
keen to explore ways for us to work along side each
other going forward. She also loved the tables and
chairs purchased through a grant from the Council’s
Community Development program.
Here’s Deputy
Mayor, Barbara
Ward, enjoying
being part of
our UGCC
activities last
week.

Friendship Circle
Join us in the Marshall Hall from
10:30am—12:30pm on Monday
20 June for our regular meeting.
We’ll be having a general discussion
about any interesting books or
articles we’ve read recently.

Social Golf Day
10:31am sharp, Saturday 16 July 2022
North Turramurra Golf Club
(Bobbin Head Rd, North Turramurra)
Join us for another great day of golfing—everyone is
very welcome. Booking is essential.
We’ll stay in touch regarding any
COVID restriction changes that may
occur in the lead up to the day.
Please contact Peter B (via his
Directory listing) ASAP but no later
than Friday 8 July to secure your spot and advise
whether you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes.

Hike for Epilepsy
Larapinta 2022
David Robertson, a valued
member of our Friday
Community Centre Art group,
is walking the Larapinta Trail
to raise funds for Epilepsy Action Australia. David
writes: “Epilepsy has been my life long companion.
I have always found it a great blessing to do something
for others instilled in me by my parents.” You can
support David with his fundraising by donating via
http://bit.ly/david-robertson-donate

Jams for Wayside
We’re pleased to report that a marvellous $300
has been raised in support of the
Wayside Chapel courtesy of the sales
of beautiful batches of mandarin and
orange marmalade jams very kindly
made by Rosemary W.

Disability Aids Giveaway

Lesley is still on leave during the coming week.
She’ll be returning to work on 27 June.
We hope she’s having a great holiday!

We’ve been donated four handy disability aids that we’d
love to give away to anyone who needs them. There’s a
compact shower seat with arms, an over-toilet frame with
arms, a light weight walker with a seat, and a walker/carry
cart. Please contact Pam S or Margo L via their Directory
listings if you’re interested in any or all of these items.

Celebrate Make Music Day with Ku-ring-gai
Philharmonic Orchestra’s free “Open Rehearsal”
concert on Tuesday 21 June at the Ku-ring-gai Town
Hall (1186 Pacific Highway, Pymble) from 7:30—
9:45pm. The performance will feature Concerto
Competition and Mozart Sinfonia Concertante finalists
and semi-finalists rehearsing their works with the
orchestra and chief conductor, Paul Terracini. For full
details, visit https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-todo/Whats-on/Ku-ring-gai-Philharmonic-Orchestraopen-rehearsal

Hive building workshop
Join Council expert Dr Alexander
Austin and Kevin Jeffress from the
Ku-ring-gai Community Workshop,
for a free workshop taking you
through the evolution of Council’s
beehive design and some practical steps to building your
own hive. The workshop will be held on Thursday 23 June,
from 1:00—3:00pm at the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden.
Register via https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/
Whats-on/Ku-ring-gai-hive-building-workshop

Friday Fun Connections
Following a suggestion from some of our FFC’ers, the
group changed their plans and are off to the city to
take in the sights of Vivid. We’re looking forward to
sharing some great photos of
their adventure next week!

What’s in a Name?
It’s high time we refreshed our newsletter with
a new name, so we thought we’d throw it open to you all
for some witty suggestions!
Email your thoughts to us via info@gpuc.org.au

“It matters not what someone is born,
but what they grow to be.”
Master Oogway, Kung Fu Panda

Plastic Free July is recognised around the world as an
annual month of global change where individuals,
businesses and governments come together to take
action to reduce plastic waste. By sharing ideas,
positive actions and stories of change, Plastic Free
July helps people and organisations “choose to
refuse” single-use plastic everyday.
Ku-ring-gai Council is actively supporting our local
community to choose to refuse single-use plastics—
encouraging us to join the challenge to eliminate
these from our everyday lives. Together we can all do
our part to help end plastic waste and alleviate the
recycling crisis, reduce landfill waste, and mitigate the
effects of climate change. To read more about the
challenge visit https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/takethe-challenge
Council is also hosting a series of free Zoom webinars
to promote Plastic Free July. The first of these is a
“Waste Not Workshop” on
23 June from 7:00-7:45pm
with educator, author and
change agent Alexx Stuart,
from Low Tox Life. This
workshop will focus on
avoiding single-use plastics in the
context of food, with Alex discussing
how to reduce reliance on packaged
food, before closing with a Q&A session.
To register, visit https://www.krg.nsw.
gov.au/Things-to-do/Whats-on/Plastic-Free-JulyWaste-not-workshop

Messy Church
Save the date—2 July—Next month we’re having a
special Messy event for the whole family.
Scott from Young Engineers will be running a 1.5 hour
Lego Robotics session with us.
Everyone is welcome—even if
you don’t normally attend
Messy, we’d love for you to
come along and join the fun.

Friday Community Centre
Community Centre’s Friday Term 2 program ends
on 1 July and then breaks for the school holidays.
Activities will resume on Friday 22 July.

Gordon Book Club
Lyn McL reports that on a rather chilly evening last week
the group met to discuss “Still Life” by Sarah Winman.
Most members enjoyed this story that started in World
War II and continued over the following decades. Many
enjoyed the setting in Florence, while others liked the
many and varied characters. There was
some discussion about the role of Claude,
the parrot. Was he a necessary character, a
bit overblown, or a means for the author to
intrude her views into the story?
Next month the group is off to the high seas
when they read “Lieutenant Hornblower” by
CS Forester.
Then, for August, they’ll tackle a funny book
about family, and also about dealing with
grief, ”The Guncle” by Steven Rowley.
A Shared Path’s June issue is
hot off the press. It’s available
to read online via our website
and printed copies can be picked
up from both Gordon and Pymble.
If you’d like a printed copy posted
out, please call either office, or
email us via info@gpuc.org.au

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month
(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).
For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033 Passcode: 875628
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month,
to explore life by reading a book in depth.
The group will continue their discussion of
“Wholehearted Faith”.
Contact Heather McM for further details.
Tuesday Conversations
Meets weekly from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s
Red Room. The discussion focuses on exploring
faith in our contemporary world.
Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923 Passcode: 212262
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Playgroups at Gordon
Mondays with Courtney
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am—1:30pm
for a Mothers & Babies Playgroup.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am—12:30pm Wednesdays
for our new Baby Book Club.

Fees: $7 per class, ($10 for two or more children);
or $50 for the full term.
Insights Winter 2022 edition has
arrived. Copies are available
from both Gordon and Pymble.
If you’d like a copy posted out,
please call either office, or email us
via info@gpuc.org.au

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• Physical distancing (of 1.5m apart, except for

household members) must be observed at all times
indoors.
• Masks must be worn in common areas indoors but

you may be mask-free in worship and while seated
and consuming morning tea.
• Singing is allowed with no masks. However, we

recognise some may be anxious about unmasked
singing, so the back pews of the church will be
reserved for those who wish to remain masked and
who choose not to sing.
• For communion, the elements will be handed to

seated congregants and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves and be triplevaccinated.
• Registration for a service and QR-code check-in are

not required, but visitors are asked to record their
name and contact details so that all attendees can
be notified if an attendee tests COVID-positive.

