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Landmark Nuclear Treaty Meeting 
The Uniting Church has welcomed Australia’s 

attendance at the first meeting of States Parties to the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons which 

took place in Vienna recently.  The meeting also heard a 

Joint Interfaith Statement endorsed by 144 religious 

organisations around the world.   

The Uniting Church has called for Australia to sign on 

and ratify the Treaty and looks forward to working with 

Government towards becoming a signatory. 

Pictured is Pacific Conference  

of Churches representative,  

Olivia Baro, reading the Joint 

Interfaith Statement to the 

meeting. 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Victoria Liu 
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Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Audrey M & other residents of residential care 

affected once more by lockdowns; 

• Ken D, who is bouncing back well & having rehab 

at the San this week; 

• The Watkins family, who are experiencing record 

flooding across their orchard at Wiseman’s Ferry & 

worrying about what damage to property & crops 

will be revealed when the water subsides; 

• All teachers, that they enjoy a restful holiday; 

• Safety & shelter for communities in NSW 

experiencing extreme weather, & those evacuating 

their homes due to heavy rainfall & flooding; & 

• First Peoples across Australia & ongoing NAIDOC 

Week celebrations.  As First & Second Peoples may 

we follow the path on which God is leading us, to 

get involved, stand up, be brave & be counted. 

Neonatal Thanks for FFC 
Westmead’s 

Neonatal Intensive 

Care Team has sent 

our FFC families 

sincere thanks for 

their donation of 

fabric hearts, used in 

the “Heart to Heart” program supporting parent-baby 

bonding while babies are treated in the NICU. 

 

There is a current danger in the wider church of being so 

concerned at engaging and attracting younger people 

that we overlook the gift of the older ones who have 

been present and faithful for so long. 

Looking at Uniting Church demographics, of course, we 

need to be strategic around ways of welcoming younger 

people into the life of the church.  But this shouldn’t be 

at the expense of older ones.  The needs of both should 

be attended to—and this remains the challenge for most 

UC congregations, including GPUC. 

Today we celebrate the birthday of one of our older 

members as Barbara C reaches 3 figures on Thursday.  

Congratulations Barbara!  We continue to be amazed at 

your abilities, independence and strength of character.  

With the celebrations for Barbara, Morning Tea will be 

held after the 11.00am service at Pymble this week, not 

prior, as has been usual previously.  Lunch follows at the 

Roseville RSL Club, though you should have already 

booked for that! 

We return to the prophets in our sermon time for the 

next few weeks.  We will explore the prophets Amos (a 

real fiery one) and Hosea (marginally less so) over the 

coming 4 weeks.  They certainly have much to say to our 

contemporary day. 

Steve Aynsley 

https://church.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=8e6cb6985f&e=4b28948d36


In the deepest, darkest and wettest 

of days, 50 people gathered in the 

warmth to create robots.  Scott and 

his team from Young Engineers gave 

very generously of their time, encouraging us all to 

develop skills with Lego.  It was great to see parents, 

grandparents and children all working together.  We 

also took the opportunity to express our thanks on 

the Gratitude Board.  Some spent a quiet moment in 

the church, lighting a candle while thinking about the 

impact of technology on our lives.  We finished the 

evening by sharing a meal and our now traditional 

jelly and ice cream.  Thank you very much to all our 

hard-working and jolly kitchen helpers. 

Next Messy Church will be on Saturday 6 August, 

with the theme of Jesus the refugee.  Nicola and 

most of our regular helpers will be away so we 

desperately need extra volunteers.  Please contact 

Courtney or Steve if you can come to our rescue! 

Happy  
100th Birthday, 

Barbara C! 

Congratulations  
& much love  

from all at GPUC  

Friday Community Centre 
Community Centre’s Friday program is 

in recess during the school holidays.   

Activities will recommence on Friday 22 July. 

Donations 

Thank you everyone for your continued generosity with 

food donations.  If you’re able to add a few items to your 

regular shop in the coming week, we’d be most grateful 

for any of the following: packets of Weet-Bix; tins of 

baked beans, tuna and fruit; long life custard; and small 

sized tea and coffee. 

We’re trying to have enough food donations to maintain 

a pattern of deliveries to Lifeline one week and Exodus 

the next. 

If it’s difficult for you to bring food to the boxes at our 

Church offices, a cash donation is also very helpful as it 

allows us to buy what’s most needed that week.  Please 

see Wendy W or Andrew C for any assistance. 

Mandarin Farm Outing Postponed! 
Unfortunately we’ve had to postpone our trip to the 

Watkins’ mandarin farm due to flooding this week in the 

Wiseman’s Ferry district.  The family reports that water 

is at a record level—the highest ever since the 1800s 

when the farm was established!  Luckily the farmhouse 

is safe, but access to the orchard is completely cut off.  

We’ll keep you posted as more news comes to hand. 

Carers NSW—Helpful Videos 
Carers NSW has created two YouTube 

videos showing how to safely assist 

someone to get into and out of a car.  The 

videos offer some good tips for making this 

process simple and manageable for 

people with mobility or strength issues. 

You can watch the videos via: 

Assisting someone to get into a car: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSNqVfiyyQI 

Assisting someone to get out of the car: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaiM44WkmcQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSNqVfiyyQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaiM44WkmcQ


Games Afternoon Kitchen Help 
Are you able to volunteer to help us cook soups for our 

next Games Afternoon?  We’re planning a day of cooking 

in the Pymble kitchen on Thursday 21 July please contact 

Lesley (0480 223 981 or lesley@gpuc.org.au) if you’re 

able to lend a hand. 

Lunch RSVP 
So that we can plan our catering, please let us know soon 

if you’re joining us for lunch at the Games Afternoon and 

whether you have any special dietary requirements (e.g. 

gluten-free, dairy-free or vegetarian).  RSVP to Lesley 

(0480 223 981 or lesley@gpuc.org.au) 
Next Men-U Mob Lunch 

The fourth meeting of our great new social Men’s 

Lunch Group, is coming up soon at Killara Golf Club on 

Thursday 21 July, from 12:30pm. 

Rick Barnes of Blue Moon fame—engineer, church 

member, rower extraordinaire—will be attending our 

Men-U Mob lunch to share with us something of his 

epic kayak adventure. 

All men are warmly invited and we look forward to 

seeing you there!  Please book in with Andrew C or 

Paul S, contactable via their Directory listings. 

Social Golf Day 
A reminder for those who have booked—our Golf 
event is next weekend and we live in hope of some 
drier weather!  10:31am sharp, Saturday 16 July at 
North Turramurra Golf Club.  If you have any queries, 
please contact Peter B via his Directory listing. 

A-V Recruits Needed! 
We’re very much in need of new volunteers to 

operate our audio-visual equipment.  We rely heavily 

on too few helpers and so have no back-up when 

people are unwell or away.  If you’d like to learn this 

interesting skill and help us out once a month or so, 

we’d be most appreciative.  Full training will be 

provided!  Please ring Bruce K via his Directory listing. 

A group from GPUC are interested to attend the Soul 

Care Conference at Wesley Mission, Sydney.  This 

conference promises to energise, inspire and equip us 

to bring transformative pastoral care to our church and 

community.  Soul Care is on 31 August—2 September, 

with both in-person and virtual ticket options available.   

If you are interested, please let Nicola or Sue Co know. 

The third of Ku-ring-gai Council’s 

“Plastic Free July” free events is 

being held on Thursday 21 July, 

from 6:30—7:30pm.  This time it’s a screening of 

screening of the short film ‘Sydney Harbour: Above and 

Below’.  The film explores our iconic Sydney Harbour, 

where a growing mountain of plastic pollution is lurking 

beneath the surface.  Discover what’s being done to 

stem the flow and repair our Harbour for the future. 

After the 

screening, a panel 

of three local 

experts and 

passionate 

recyclers  

(Sasha Pestano, Jen Stokes and Mike Hughes) will 

discuss what they’re doing to reduce single-use plastics 

in particular and to help you find simple ways to reduce 

it in your own lifestyle.  To register, visit  

https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Whats-

on/Plastic-Free-July-screening-panel 



Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 
Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• In common areas indoors, face masks must be 

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing 

(of 1.5m apart, except for household members) 

must be observed at all times. 

• In church, face masks and physical distancing are 

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the 

marked back pews reserved for those who wish to 

remain masked, observe physical distancing and 

not sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants, and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves and be triple 

vaccinated. 

• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing 

are recommended, but not mandatory, except that 

servers must be masked. 

• Visitors are asked to record their name and contact 

details so that all attendees can be notified if an 

attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month 

(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).   

For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033    Passcode: 875628 

Heart & Mind 

Is in recess until 21 August when the group will  

resume exploring life by reading a book in depth. 

The group will continue their discussion of 

“Wholehearted Faith”.   

Contact Heather McM for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Is in recess for the school holidays. 

Weekly meetings resume 19 July,  

from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s Red Room.   

The discussion focuses on exploring  

faith in our contemporary world.   

Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Can you help? 
We’re looking for a volunteer to take over the role of 

cleaning the air conditioning filters at the Gordon 

Highway Centre.  After many years of performing this 

task for us, David Co is ready to pass the baton to a new 

volunteer. 

This task keeps our air conditioners running and reduces 

the need for expensive technician call-outs and 

servicing.  The work is not onerous, but does require 

using a ladder.  It can be undertaken at a time to suit 

you.  The filters are cleaned twice per year, taking less 

than two hours each time.  Training will be provided! 

If you think you may be able to help us, please get in 

touch with David Co for more details, or Lyn McL of the 

Business Team. 

Playgroup Holiday Program 
We are running a reduced Playgroup schedule during 

the school holidays. 

Our 9:30am—11:30am session 

this week will be on: 

Wednesday 13 July 

Fees:  $7 per class, or 

$10 for two or more children. 

For 17 July 

Disability Aids Giveaway 
We have some donated disability aids at Pymble that 

we’d love to give away to anyone who needs them.  

There’s a compact 

shower seat with arms, 

an over-toilet frame 

with arms, and a 

walker/carry cart.  

Please contact Pam S or 

Margo L via their 

Directory listings if you’re interested in 

any of these items. 

At Gordon, Lesley B has a walker that 

needs a new home, so give her a call if 

you know someone who needs one. 

“The way I see it,  

if you want the rainbow,  

you gotta put up with the rain.” 

Dolly Parton 


