
 

Daylight 
Saving starts 

Sunday  
2 October 

Don’t forget 

to wind your 

clocks forward! Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Alan Peterson 

New Beginnings  
Newsletter 

 

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church 

Sunday 2 Oct 2022 

Playgroup Holiday Program 
We are running a reduced Playgroup schedule during 

the school holidays.  Our session this week will be: 

Wednesday 5 October, 9:30-11:30am, come hang 

out and join us for some craft, 

singing and play. 

Fees:  $7 per class, or $10 for two  

or more children. 

A Message from Sue 
Today we recognise the year is moving along with the 

start of Daylight Saving.  The signs of Spring around us 

are another reminder, and in the life of our 

congregation, we are aware of significant changes 

ahead for Gordon-Pymble as we start to put in place 

the steps towards calling a new minister. 

We have been encouraged to receive the report from 

the Life and Witness consultation team, which will be 

made available to the congregation in the next few 

weeks.  In their report, the team affirmed:  ‘The 

congregation is to be commended as it seeks to 

celebrate unity in diversity and, in response to God’s 

call of love and reconciliation, as it endeavours to build 

a community which is inclusive and welcoming and to 

express this through worship, friendship and a wide 

range of activities and programs, including Messy 

Church and Friday Fun Connections.’  

The team also identified that ‘Steve’s replacement will 

be significant in building on the existing foundation 

around the Gordon-Pymble Mission Plan and in 

particular the commitment to be active in the 

communities of Gordon and Pymble.’ 

Can I ask you to please keep our faithful staff in your 

prayers during the coming months as preparing for 

change takes time, energy, dedication and many 

phone calls.  Indeed, as a congregation, let us commit 

to prayerfully seeking God’s guidance for the time 

ahead. 

The Joint Nominating Committee (JNC) is the group of 

Presbytery and congregation members who will work 

together over the weeks and months ahead to 

identify a new minister for the Gordon-Pymble 

placement.  This is a vital task done through prayer, 

reliance on the Holy Spirit, trust and co-operation 

with other people.  This process seeks to allow 

members of congregations, representatives of the 

presbyteries and those in specified ministries, to 

explore together what God may be saying about how 

a minister and congregation can share in ministry 

together.  The JNC congregation members are John 

Barnes, Di Brown, Sue Conde, Homayoon Khajooei, 

Tamara Robinson-MacLeod and Janet Scott, and the 

JNC will be led by Rev Dr Chris Goringe. 

Please get in touch with a member of the Church 

Council if you have questions or would like any 

further information about this process.  We are all in 

this together! 

Sue Conde 

Chairperson of the GPUC Congregation 



Worship timetable 
October services all 9:30am at Gordon 

November services all 9:30am at Pymble 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

•  Our Church Council and teams as they prepare 
for our journey beyond Steve; 

• All Year 12 students steadily preparing for their 
HSC & IB exams; 

• The work of Frontier Services as it celebrates  
110 years & continues to faithfully live out the 
courageous vision of its founders; 

• Older people in our Church, families & 
communities.  May we celebrate their 
contributions & honour their wisdom & 
experience; & 

• Actions taking place across the church, our 
agencies & local communities to reduce our 
emissions & care for our planet. 

Friendship Circle Craft 
Come along and join us at Pymble on the first Monday 

of each month for a cuppa and a cosy 

chat while working on your current craft 

project.  Our next meeting is on the 

public holiday Monday 3 October from  

10:30am—12:30pm in the MacArthur Lounge. 

Friday Community Centre  

is in recess for the school holidays. 
Term 4 will begin on Friday 14 October. 

Save the Date! 
Our Jacaranda Concert is back at last!   

Save Sunday 20 November 4:30—6:00pm for some 

great family-friendly entertainment. 

Coffee’n Chat Craft Group 
A reminder that Gordon’s Coffee’n’Chat craft group will 

not be meeting on the public holiday Monday,  

3 October.  We will resume for Term 4 at 10:00am on 

Monday 10 October.  See you all then! 

Frontier Services turns 110 
This week, on Monday 26 September, Frontier Services 

celebrated 110 years since its beginnings as the 

Australian Inland Mission, inspired by the pioneering 

vision of Rev John Flynn (pictured).  Frontier Services 

remains a companion to people in the bush, and will 

continue to do so, as long as there is inequity and a 

need for support. 

Seniors Week 2023 Planning 
Can you believe it?  We’re already making plans for 

Seniors Week 2023!  This time it will fall in early 

February, rather than in March.  Ku-ring-gai Council 

is wanting to finalise its promotional booklet soon 

and has asked us to provide a list of our events 

within the next couple of weeks. 

If any of our GPUC groups would like to hold a full- 

or half-day workshop (e.g. photography, crochet, 

craft, games, etc) please let Lesley know as soon as 

possible on 0480 223 981 or lesley@gpuc.org.au 

“Never look down on anybody 

unless you’re helping them up.” 

Jesse Jackson 

Carer’s Pamper Day Helpers 
Preparations for our Pamper Day on Thursday  

20 October are gathering momentum.  We still need a 

number of kind volunteers to help with sandwich 

making and other activities.  

If you’re able to lend a hand please 

contact Lesley on 0480 223 981 or via 

lesley@gpuc.org.au 

mailto:lesley@gpuc.org.au


WWL Thanks 
Flo Brawn and the Wrap 

With Love group send their 

sincere thanks to all our 

dedicated knitters who 

contributed squares to 

make up the 9 gorgeous 

blankets recently gifted to 

our Ukrainian friends.   

The blankets will be passed 

on to refugees from the 

Ukraine newly arrived in 

Sydney. 

More on Apples  

from Lloyd 
Quotes heard this week... 

“Just enjoyed one of your apples.  

Thinking brightness, diversity, 

imperfections—our world 

encapsulated in one beautiful 

fruit.”  (From Linden Barnes.) 

Plus this one, delightfully off-script… 

“Did you give your husband an apple?” 

“No, he can get his own!”  (Anon.) 

And for those who have not yet used their apple, here’s 

my mother’s sister’s Apple Crumble recipe: 

Cut up 4-5 Granny Smith apples.  Cook them in the 

bottom of a glass oven dish. 

In a bowl, mix up 1, 2, 3, 4...  1 part butter, 2 parts sugar, 

3 parts desiccated coconut and 4 parts SR flour (GF flour 

works too). 

Rub the butter into the dry ingredients until they are 

crumbly, then add to the cooked apple. 

Bake for 40-50 minutes at 180°C. 

If you can smell it, it’s ready! 

Enjoy! 

Lloyd 

Luncheon Group 
Our Luncheon Group will not be meeting in 

October, but looks forward to a gathering on 

Thursday 3 November, at 12 noon.   

Wendy Wallin will be our guest speaker, telling us of 

her experiences visiting her daughter who is a 

medical officer on Badu 

Island in the Torres Strait. 

We look forward to 

welcoming Wendy, and 

hope that you’ll put the 

date in your diary.  We’ll 

let you know the venue 

closer to the date. 



Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 
Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• In common areas indoors, face masks must be 

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing 

(of 1.5m apart, except for household members) 

must be observed at all times. 

• In church, face masks and physical distancing are 

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the 

marked back pews reserved for those who wish to 

remain masked, observe physical distancing and 

not sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants, and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple 

vaccinated. 

• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing 

are recommended, but not mandatory, except that 

servers must be masked. 

• Visitors are asked to record their name and contact 

details so that all attendees can be notified if an 

attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each 

month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge.   

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm.  On Sundays 16 Oct & 20 Nov we will 

study the book of Ruth.  Our sessions will begin with 

one or two interesting video clips by Dr Lisa Wolfe. 

Contact Heather McMaster for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly from 7:15—8:30pm in Gordon’s  

Yellow Room.  The discussion focuses on exploring  

faith in our contemporary world.   

Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Bible Study 

Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   

The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings. 

Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link. 

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

Men’s Casual Café Conversations 
Guys, do you feel like you need to get out more and 
have some casual conversations over refreshments 
with some of your mates? 

Do you need more opportunities to catch up and 
exchange personal stories with other guys and offer 
each other friendship, support, and pastoral care? 

A “Men’s Casual Café Conversation” group is meeting 
on Mondays from 3:00pm—4:30pm at the Copper Pan 
Café, Level 2, St Ives Shopping Village. 

If you have the time, just pop in and join us (or request 
a lift).  No RSVP is 
required.  Just bring 
yourself and, if you like, 
bring along a mate too. 

For more information 
contact Bruce Kwong. 

Have you lost your mobile phone? 
A mobile phone was found at the entrance to the 

Pymble carpark this week.  The phone is password 

protected so we can’t establish its number to call the 

owner.  If you or someone you know has been at 

Pymble and is now missing their phone, please 

contact Sonja via email to info@gpuc.org.au or 

call 9983 9879 Wednesday through Friday. 

Enjoy a morning of classical music in the garden at Eryldene, 

featuring the Ku-ring-gai Philharmonic Orchestra and the 

Rosemont Strings.  Concession tickets $12.  To book visit 

www.eventbrite.com.au and search “Music on Sundays”. 

BYO picnic lunch, rug and chairs if needed.  Homemade treats, 

tea and coffee will be on sale at the Eryldene Garden Café.  

Eryldene Historic House is at 17 McIntosh Street, Gordon. 

St Ives Showground Market runs every Saturday from 
8am—2pm with a great variety of stalls, from fresh 
foods, hot foods, fashion and gifts. Entry is free. 


