
 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Victoria Liu 

Friday Fun 

Connections 
This month our FFC families 

heard from representatives of 

Lindara and Catholic Care about 

how they support families in 

crisis or homeless.  Our young 

people then packed breakfast 

boxes with cereal, milk and a spoon, plus a message of 

support for the Alfresco Community 

Kitchen in Martin Place Sydney who 

provide meals to those in need.  We had 

a fun evening packing around 60 boxes. 

Many thanks to Sue Cripwell and  

Di Wilkinson who kindly prepared dinner 

for our group. 

New Beginnings  
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A Message from Steve 

Lesley will be back from leave on Monday 31 October. 

Playgroups at Gordon this week 
Tuesdays:    
9:30am—11:30am  Nicola   
for regular Playgroup, and then 
11:30am—1:30pm  Courtney   
for Mothers & Babies Playgroup. 

Wednesdays:    
9:30am—11:30am  Nicola for regular Playgroup. 

Fees:  $7 per class, $10 for two or more children,  

or $50 for the full term. 

Today we welcome the Wilson family who bring their 

son Lachlan Brian for baptism.  Parents Brian and 

Samantha were with us in a PLC service three years ago 

to baptise Lachlan’s sister Nicola.  So it is a delight to 

welcome you and your family and friends today.   

Rev Jon Humphries, Samantha’s Chaplain while at 

school, will participate in the baptism. 

We also welcome David and Su Rulton, old Gordon 

friends who are visiting from Essex, England.  We hope 

there are many happy reunions. 

I have sent information during the week on the passing 

of Rev Dr John Pender who served at Pymble Church 

until his retirement in 2007, and also conducted supply 

ministry at Gordon.  His thoughtful approach, authentic 

pastoral ministry and educational passion was a benefit 

to so many.  A thanksgiving service for John will be held 

at Pymble this coming Wednesday, 2 November, at 12 

noon.  Refreshments follow in the hall. 

A special cheerio to Eric Barnes who turned 90 on 

Friday.  Eric, we celebrate this milestone with you.  We 

know your family would have ‘constructed’ (engineering 

metaphor) a great celebration.  Birthday greetings also 

to Elaine Brown and Joan Willis this week.  Whilst not 

“zero” birthdays, all are significant above 90! 

A note that one of our regular organists, Robin Ruys, 

has broken a bone in her hand after a frustrating fall.  

Pray for Robin as she recovers and has to be away from 

her beloved playing. 

Steve Aynsley 

WWL Blankets 
Our Ukrainian friend Sasha has sent word that the 

beautiful Wrap With Love blankets donated at our 

Ukraine Culture Night have now been distributed to 

Ukrainian refugees newly 

arrived throughout 

Australia.  The new arrivals 

are delighted and very 

grateful for the love and 

thoughtfulness knitted into 

each blanket. 

Our new umbrella in action 



Worship timetable 
October services all 9:30am at Gordon 

November services all 9:30am at Pymble 

Conclusion of Steve’s Ministry 

at GPUC 
The date of Steve’s last service with us will be Sunday,  

4 December, 9:30am at Gordon.  Following the service, 

a time of fellowship and refreshments will be held in 

the Hall, with the opportunity to recognise our 

appreciation of Steve’s ministry, and also to say our 

farewell to him and to Di. 

If you would like to contribute to a farewell gift for 

Steve, please do so by Sunday, 27 November, 2022.   

You can do this in any of three ways: 

• Deposit online to GPUC Working Account  

BSB 634-634 Account number 100015578 and include 

the description “Steve gift”.  Please do not use any 

other account.  OR 

• Place in the collection plate an envelope marked 

“Steve gift”, enclosing cash or cheque.  OR 

• Use your credit card with our EFTPOS machine and tell 

the operator it’s for “Steve gift”. 

Luncheon Group Venue Change 
The Luncheon Group will meet on Thursday 3 

November, from 12 noon at the home of Wendy 

Wallin.  Bring a sandwich, and join us for an interesting 

and enjoyable time.  We look forward to hearing from 

Wendy about Badu Island.  Let Sue Conde or Janet 

Scott  know if you would like help with transport. 

Coffee ’n’ Craft Group 
Mondays, 10am—12pm at Gordon 

Join us for some crafting, coffee and a warm chat.   

Bring along your own project to work on in good 

company.  Contact Lyn Kwong or Pru Tout. 

Mammoth Garage Sale 
St Ives Uniting Church 

Cnr Mona Vale Rd & Douglas St 

Saturday, 5 November     

8:00am –12 noon 

Everything under the sun…  

Furniture, toys, jewellery, china, linen, tools, 

kitchenware, sporting goods, paintings, DVDs and CDs, 

second-hand books,  

pre-loved clothing, shoes, handbags, accessories,  

plants, jams and relishes. 

For more details, contact: 

Stephen White 0413 271 913 or Joan Knox 8068 0494 

Support FFC via Return & Earn 
Further to last week’s notice, Courtney has 

confirmed that it is via the St Ives Return and Earn 

station that we can donate the proceeds of our 

recycling efforts to GPUC.  Collect recyclable bottles 

and cans to support GPUC’s FFC community 

projects by donating the 10c per item earned at the 

machine.  Once you donate the cans, simply press 

“Donate now” and 

select “GPUC 

Community Projects”.  

The money donated 

will be sent to GPUC. 

Friendship Circle Craft 
Come along and join us at Pymble on the first Monday 

of each month for a cuppa and a cosy chat while 

working on your current craft project.   

Our next meeting is on Monday  

7 November from 10:30am—12:30pm 

in the MacArthur Lounge. 

Thoughts & Prayers 
We pray for 

• Peter Moate & all the family, following Rosalie’s 
funeral and thanksgiving service. 

• The Wilson family, as Lachlan Brian is baptised 
this Sunday. 

• Robin Ruys, as she recovers from a broken bone 
in her hand. 

• All Year 12 students, entering their final week of 
exams. 

• Our Intergenerational Church, called by God to 
share life and faith across generations, and those 
making space for these relationships to grow. 

• Those who are working to discern through 
policies and budgets how our money can serve 
the most vulnerable among us, and the 
flourishing of all people and creation. 



Church Council Update 
Our Church Council met during the week, discussing 

and deciding a number of things as follows: 

• We expect to be able to announce the name of a 50% 

Supply Minister soon, who would serve from 

February. 

• We heard the Faith Development Team has arranged 

leadership for most worship services during 

December, January and beyond. 

• Council determined the Christmas Day service would 

be 9:30am at Gordon, not PLC.  Rev Paul Swadling will 

lead us.  The numbers no longer demand the larger 

PLC Chapel.  The single Christmas Eve service will be 

8:00pm at Gordon. 

 Investing in the Planet Forum 
Did you know that changing where you invest your 

money could be the most effective action you can 

take to help combat climate change?   

The Uniting Climate Action Network in the Synod of 

NSW/ACT is offering a free online seminar on personal 

divestment where you can learn more about investing 

for a safer climate future.  Join online on Thursday  

3 November from 7:00—8:30pm. 

The distinct aroma of Christmas  
is in the air at Pymble! 

Stir Up Sunday preparations are barrelling 

along at full tilt.  Pudding Queen Judy Gill 

and her support crew (Brian) have got our 

fridges bursting with fresh ingredients and 

a staggering number of kit orders are 

already packed.  We can’t wait—not long 

now until we can all start “stirring”! 



With Love to the World Renewals 
It’s the time of year when we renew our subscriptions 

to With Love to the World.  If you’re receiving a paper 

copy of each issue, could you please advise us (phone 

Sue Conde or email Sonja via accounts@gpuc.org.au) 

whether you’d like to renew for 2023—the year starts 

with the Advent issue which we have now received at 

the church office.   

The cost of an annual subscription is $24 per year 

(however, if you’d like to pay $25 per year, this helps 

us to pay for the extra copies we order to have 

available for new readers).  You can pay in cash to 

Sonja at the Pymble church office (on Wednesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays), or you can pay directly to the 

Church’s bank account:  

Gordon UC Working Account , BSB: 634-634,  Account 

No.: 100015578, remembering to mark your deposit 

as “WLTW” and include your surname so we know 

who it is from.   

If you’d like help with any further information about 

renewals, please get in touch with Sue Conde.   

(If you’re already using WLTW on the app on your 

iPad, phone or tablet, you’ll automatically be notified 

to renew your subscription 12 months from when  

it started.) 

MJC Update 
The GPUC - MJC Working Group facilitates our 

congregation’s contribution to our partnership with 

Margaret Jurd College.  The College caters for young 

people who have been excluded from mainstream 

education and often come from traumatised 

backgrounds.  The current members of the Working 

Group are David Hodges (Convenor), Pru Tout,  

Jane Simpson, Nicola Robinson, Di Wilkinson and 

Deborah Fox. 

We would like to extend an invitation to all members 

of GPUC who might be interested in joining with the 

Working Group in supporting the work of the College.  

That support currently includes sending a small group 

of volunteers to assist with the College’s mid-year 

presentation day, hosting MJC representatives who 

attend a GPUC Sunday service followed by morning tea 

and lunch in June each year, and providing Christmas 

gifts of handmade shortbread biscuits and handmade 

Christmas cards for each student, member of staff and 

Board member.  We are hoping to supplement these 

activities with other expressions of support in the 

future.   We also, of course, encourage our 

congregation to provide financial support for the 

College as and when they are able to do so. 

Members of the Working Group and others from our 

congregation will be making this year’s shortbread 

package and cards for the 120 students, staff and 

directors of MJC on Friday 18 November at Gordon, 

from 1pm.  This initiative was very well received last 

year so we are keen to repeat our efforts.  We would 

be very glad of some assistance if anyone is keen to 

help with either of these tasks.  You don’t have to 

commit for the full afternoon—indeed, any help is 

welcome.  For instance, you may like to cook some 

shortbread biscuits beforehand for us to decorate on 

the day.  If you would like to assist, please contact 

Nicola via nicola@gpuc.org.au or call 0417 496 390. 

If you would like to be a part of any of the other 

projects the Working Group facilitates, or if you would 

like to learn more about the very important work 

undertaken by MJC, please contact David via 

davidhodges4@hotmail.com or call 0418 110 103. 

Women’s Forum 
Ku-ring-gai Council is hosting a free Women’s Forum 

aimed at promoting gender equality and raising 

awareness of issues that affect women in Ku-ring-gai. 

The Forum will be held on Monday 7 November from 

6:00—7.30pm at Roseville Golf Club, 4 Links Avenue 

Roseville.  Free parking is available at the Club. 

Keynote speaker Tracey Spicer will discuss what 

having a voice means to women and the importance 

of encouraging women to develop and stand true in 

their experiences. 

Following Tracey’s presentation, she will join Dr 

Jacqueline Mackaway (an academic in the School of 

Social Science at Macquarie University) and Ivana Lam 

(a current Year 10 student at Killara High School) for a 

panel discussion. 

Issues for discussion will include:  Can women stand 

up for their rights without consequences?  What are 

the great challenges and opportunities facing women 

in Australia?  How do international movements like 

the events in Iran and Afghanistan impact on 

Australia’s position on women's rights?  What will 

gender equality look like in the future and how do we 

support the next tier of women leaders? 

“The difference between ordinary 

and extraordinary  

is that little extra.” 

Jimmy Johnson 
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Giving to GPUC 
If you would like to contribute, GPUC has several 

accounts where direct deposits can be made. 

Please contact our Treasurer, David Turner (via email  

at dat2nd@gmail.com) for details,  

including options for regular giving. 

Credit card payments can also  

be made at the Church Offices. 

Would you like a new name tag? 
If you’d like a name tag, please let us know. 

Email the office via info@gpuc.org.au  

to tell us your preferred name for the tag  

and we’ll whip one up quicksmart! 

Wisdom of the Elders Day 
Wednesday, 23 November 2022 

Ravenswood School for Girls 

Ravenswood’s R.E. Department is delighted to once 

more be able to host their “Wisdom of the Elders Day”.  

They’d love to hear from any ladies in our Presbytery 

who might like to join in this special event for Year  

10 girls. 

On the day, visiting ladies meet with a small group  

of students over a cup of tea and something to eat  

to simply share their wisdom, particularly about how  

they came to faith, and how it has resourced and 

sustained them.  There will be a choice of three 90 

minute sessions across the school day, with 

refreshments provided. 

If you would like to take part in this unique event, or 

would like further details, please email Kate Prowse via 

kprowse@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au or Rev Jon 

Humphries via jhumphries@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au   

The girls also love seeing photos or mementos from 

your life, so if you have any small items of “show and 

tell” to bring in, that would be most welcome. 

Ravenswood Carnival Returns 
Get your diaries out!  The Ravenswood Parents’ 

Association has announced a Carnival & Carols 

event on Saturday 12 November, from 11am to 

4pm, and GPUC is taking the opportunity to host a 

stand to promote all our wonderful activities. 

Courtney will be co-ordinating a roster for 

volunteers to man (or ‘woman’!) the stand in  

1-hour shifts.  Volunteer now and help show both 

the school and local communities how amazing  

we are and what we have to offer.   

Bring your family along, too — for rides, food, 

market stalls and all day entertainment.   

To volunteer or find out more details, email 

Courtney via courtney@gpuc.org.au 

“We Matter 2022” Workshop 
Anglicare is hosting a workshop titled “Re-imagining 

Dementia” on Monday 7 November from 9:30am—

3:00pm at St Ives Bowling Club, 100 Killeaton St. 

Join in this informative and interactive day, hearing 

from people who have lived with experiences of 

dementia and from guest speakers on living well 

with dementia. 

Morning tea and lunch will be provided.  

Contact Karen 0438 831 446 or Katherine 0447 928 

151 from Dementia Advisory Services. 

Seniors Morning Tea Screening 
Lyn Kwong has shared details of an 

Event Cinemas special screening of 

the new release feel-good film 

“Mrs Harris Goes to Paris” on 

Wednesday 2 November.  For only 

$10, Event Cinebuzz for Seniors 

members can see the film and 

enjoy a lovely morning tea. 

For details visit https://

www.eventcinemas.com.au/EventsFestivals/MrsHarris 

GoesToParisSeniors#cinemas=55     

It’s easy to join Cinebuzz at the cinema, or online via  

https://www.eventcinemas.com.au/cinebuzz/

landing#type=seniors 
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Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 
Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• In common areas indoors, face masks must be 

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing 

(of 1.5m apart, except for household members) 

must be observed at all times. 

• In church, face masks and physical distancing are 

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the 

marked back pews reserved for those who wish to 

remain masked, observe physical distancing and 

not sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants, and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple 

vaccinated. 

• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing 

are recommended, but not mandatory, except that 

servers must be masked. 

• Visitors are asked to record their name and contact 

details so that all attendees can be notified if an 

attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each 

month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge.   

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday.  On 20 Nov we will 

study the book of Ruth.  Our sessions will begin with 

one or two interesting video clips by Dr Lisa Wolfe. 

Contact Heather McMaster for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly at Gordon. Join us at 6:30pm for dinner, 

or come at 7:30pm for our discussion. 

The discussion focuses on exploring faith in our 

contemporary world.  Meeting in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Bible Study 

Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   

The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings. 

Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link. 

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 


