
 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Alan Peterson 
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A Message from Steve 

Playgroups at Gordon this week 
Tuesdays:    
9:30am—11:30am  Nicola   
for regular Playgroup, and then  

11:30am—1:30pm  Courtney   
for Mothers & Babies Playgroup. 

Wednesdays:    
9:30am—11:30am  Nicola  
for regular Playgroup. 

Fees:  $7 per class,  
$10 for two or more 
children, or $50 for the 
full term. 

This Sunday it is wonderful to have the new CEO  

of Lifeline, Harbour to Hawkesbury, Liz Lovell with  

us, supported by Annette Brink, who looks after the  

food donations.  They wish to thank us for our  

ongoing support. 

It sounds like a good time for us to thank them for all 

they do in our community, and for us to say thanks to 

Andrew Cripwell and Wendy Wallin for all their help in 

getting our donations to Lifeline. 

Some good news from the future ministry front: Church 

Council has secured a supply minister from February next 

year.  Rev Aeryun Lee, who has supported our Bridging 

Group with Sydney Covenant UC, is available to help 

GPUC with 50% supply ministry.  This is great news as it  

is not easy to find supply ministers at present.  Also, the 

Faith Development Team has just about covered the 

interim services with preachers and groups.   

Further good news: the Joint Nominating Committee 

reports they had a very positive conversation with the 

minister whose name was given from ACOMP and  

a further conversation is planned.  Let us continue  

in prayer for GPUC’s future and ministry needs. 

It is a sign of our times, but I need to provide  

a warning of some scams. 

Recently, it seems one of my email accounts has been 

hacked, which means you may receive an email 

purporting to be from me and asking for you to email 

me.  The language is overly pious, so you should 

recognise it isn’t from me! 

Also, there seemed to be some scam emails going 

around connected with John Pender’s funeral.   

As always, be suspicious of unsolicited emails, check 

the sender address and not just the name (eg, the one 

sent in my name had the address reverendpriest70 

@gmail.com) and never reply or click on a link if you 

are unsure. 

Ahh, the joys of modern living! 

Steve Aynsley 

MJC Christmas Cards & Shortbread 
Come along and join the MJC Working Group on  

Friday 18 November, from 1:00pm at Gordon for an 

afternoon of making Christmas cards and shortbread gift 

parcels for the 120 students, staff and directors of 

Margaret Jurd College.   

Please contact Nicola on 0417 496 390 or via 

nicola@gpuc.org.au if you’d like to join us. 
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Worship timetable 
November services all 9:30am at Pymble 

December services all 9:30am at Gordon 

Conclusion of Steve’s 

Ministry at GPUC 
The date of Steve’s last service with us will be 

Sunday, 4 December, 9:30am at Gordon. 

If you would like to contribute towards a  

farewell gift for Steve, please do so by  

Sunday, 27 November. 

You can do this in any of three ways: 

• Deposit online to GPUC Working Account  

BSB 634-634 Account number 100015578  

and include the description “Steve gift”.   

Please do not use any other account.   

OR 

• Place in the collection plate an envelope 

marked “Steve gift”, enclosing cash or cheque.  

OR 

• Use your credit card with our EFTPOS machine 

and tell the operator it’s for “Steve gift”. 

Notice of  

Annual General Meeting 
The fourth Annual General Meeting of the Gordon-

Pymble Uniting Church will be held on Sunday,  

20 November 2022 at 10:30am, following morning 

worship at the Pymble Church. 

At the meeting, the election of Church Councillors and 

Presbytery members will be held. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF CHURCH COUNCIL 

Nominations for members of the Church Council have 

been received from: 

Sue Conde  Lloyd Robinson 

Sue Cripwell  Janet Scott 

David Hodges  Tamara Robinson-MacLeod. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND SECRETARY  

OF THE CONGREGATION 

Nominations have been received from: 

Sue Conde for Chairperson of the Congregation 

John Buchanan for Secretary of the Congregation. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF PRESBYTERY 

At the general meeting, the Congregation needs to 

appoint two members to Presbytery. 

Anyone who is interested in being appointed can speak 

to Steve or Brian Gill about what is involved. 

Steve’s Last Messy 
It was lovely to have Steve lead us 

in our celebration, as last Saturday 

was his final Messy Church at GPUC. 

Steve read us the book 

‘The Deliverance of Dancing 

Bears’ by Elizabeth A. Stanley 

—a story of freedom, hopes 

and dreams.  It encouraged 

discussion on how our own 

actions impact the world 

around us. 

Messy will not be held  

at the usual time next 

month.  We are instead 

encouraging families to 

come along to our Advent 

family service on Sunday, 

27 November, and also to 

Steve’s farewell gathering 

on the following Sunday,  

4 December. 

Thoughts & Prayers 
We give thanks for 

• The sunshine & the opening of jacaranda flowers, 

indicating summer is on the way. 

• Our Church Council, who have tirelessly worked 

on various matters throughout the year; &  

also for Paul Swadling & Wendy Wallin, who have 

completed their terms of office this year. 

• The growing numbers at Playgroup.  May they  

be enriched by our community here at GPUC. 

We pray for 

• Margaret Pender & all the family, following  

John’s funeral & thanksgiving services. 

• Peter Moate & all the family, as they come  

to terms with the loss of Rosalie. 

• Discernment for all involved on the Joint 

Nominating Committee, as they continue in 

conversation regarding future ministry here  

at GPUC. 



With Love to the World Renewals 
It’s the time of year when we renew our subscriptions 

to With Love to the World.  If you’re receiving a paper 

copy of each issue, could you please advise us (phone 

Sue Conde or email Sonja via accounts@gpuc.org.au) 

whether you’d like to renew for 2023—the year starts 

with the Advent issue which we have now received at 

the church office. 

The cost of an annual subscription is $24 per year 

(however, if you’d like to pay $25 per year, this helps us 

to pay for the extra copies we order to have available 

for new readers).  You can pay in cash or by credit card 

to Sonja at the Pymble church office (on Wednesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays), or you can pay directly to the 

Church’s bank account:  

Gordon UC Working Account , BSB: 634-634,   

Account No.: 100015578, remembering to mark your 

deposit as “WLTW” and include your surname so we 

know who it is from. 

If you’d like help with any further information about 

renewals, please get in touch with Sue Conde.   

(If you’re already using WLTW on the app on your iPad, 

phone or tablet, you’ll automatically be notified to 

renew your subscription 12 months from when  

it started.) 

Men-U Mob 
The next Men-U-Mob lunch will 

be held on 17 November from 

12:30pm at Killara Golf Club.   

This month the guys will meet 

and eat at the main casual dining area on the lower 

level.  We suggest you park at the top parking area, 

walk down and enter via the bottom (Members’) car 

park.  Paul has an important family event on, so can’t 

attend this time.  If you are able to join us, please call 

Andrew Cripwell via his Directory listing—he’s 

looking forward to seeing you all. 

Friendship Circle 
Join us in the Marshall Hall at Pymble from  

10:30am on Monday 21 November for our last 

Friendship Circle meeting of 2022.   

Our guest speaker will be Vicki Moss,  

who will talk to us about “Living in Glebe”. 

There’ll be everything under the sun  
and something for everyone! 

Please support this local charity market—all proceeds 

go to provide help for local families in our Hornsby-

Ku-ring-gai area who are struggling with crises such 

as homelessness and domestic violence, through the 

Lindara Families Program initiated by local Uniting 

Church congregations. 

Many hands are needed on deck for set-up on the 

Thursday evening 24 November (approx 7pm at the 

Lindfield Uniting Church undercroft), as well as to 

help pack away when the market ends (1pm on 

Saturday 26 November).  If you have a family 

member or friend with strong or youthful muscles 

who could lend a hand for an hour, it would be  

most appreciated.  Just turn up and ask for Noella  

or Malcolm. 

mailto:accounts@gpuc.org.au


Community Garden Harvest 
Our Community Garden is bursting with 

lovely ripe tomatoes, so please come down 

to Gordon this week and help yourself from 

the carpark section beds. 

Our Ukrainian friend Marie will soon begin growing 

vegetables for her family in our newest bed.  She’s very 

grateful for this opportunity, as it’s a little reminder of 

home—it’s very common in the Ukraine for families to 

grow their own vegetables, and especially tomatoes.   

We’ll label Marie’s bed when she gets started so 

everyone knows which crop not to “harvest” by mistake! 

Wayside’s mission is built on the observation 

that people are lonely—not the kind of 

loneliness that is simply lack of company but 

the kind of loneliness that pervades even in, perhaps 

especially in, a crowd.  In the Western world, many 

different cultural shifts in history have led to “the 

privatisation of the self”.  Most of these shifts have been 

slow but profound so that a modern person rarely 

questions the assumptions of their privatised view of 

themselves and the world.  In this culture, even our 

attempts to help people, generally render individuals as 

lonely.  We turn people into objects such as clients, 

patients, customers, and we pride ourselves on 

professional distance.  Instead of meeting people, we 

tend to deliver services.  People are rarely people to be 

met, but rather they become problems to be solved. 

Some Words from Wayside Chapel This Sunday is World Kindness Day.  Kindness really  

is a gift that often costs us nothing except a moment 

imbued with thoughtfulness.  In a world where we 

often find ourselves crying out for justice, kindness is 

a whisper to all our hearts that another world is not 

only possible, but a lot closer than we think.  I had a 

long drive with someone whose life was touched by 

Wayside, and as we spoke he told me at least seven 

different points that were his moment of 

transformation, from a cup of tea, to the right sized 

underwear, to a t-shirt with his favourite band being 

put aside til he turned up.  The truth is that the 

moment of any turn-around is always 

unselfconscious yet often it is the build up of a 

thousand simple acts of kindness, which all matter. 

Rev Jon Owen 

CEO & Pastor, Wayside Chapel 

Friday Fun Connections 
Friday 18 December, 6:30—8:30pm 

Come along and join in 

the fun as we get into the 

Christmas spirit! 

Some of us will be stirring 

up our Christmas pudding 

kits and others will be 

making biscuits for 

GPUC’s Christmas gift 

packages to Margaret 

Jurd College. 

Steve’s Farewell 
While we’ll be very sad to say 

farewell to Steve and Di following his 

last service on 4 December, we’re 

looking forward to the opportunity to 

thank Steve for his time of ministry at 

Pymble and Gordon-Pymble. 

There’ll be a substantial morning tea, 

and we’d welcome offers of help 

from members of the congregation.  

Pru Tout has kindly agreed to  

co-ordinate the morning tea, and 

would be very grateful for your 

contributions of sandwiches, cakes 

and slices, cheese and fruit platters.  

We’ll also be glad of volunteers to set 

up on the Saturday afternoon prior. 

If you can help in any of these ways, 

please contact Pru, or email the office 

via info@gpuc.org.au 
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Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 
Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• In common areas indoors, face masks must be 

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing 

(of 1.5m apart, except for household members) 

must be observed at all times. 

• In church, face masks and physical distancing are 

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the 

marked back pews reserved for those who wish to 

remain masked, observe physical distancing and 

not sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants, and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple 

vaccinated. 

• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing 

are recommended, but not mandatory, except that 

servers must be masked. 

• Visitors are asked to record their name and contact 

details so that all attendees can be notified if an 

attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each 

month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge.   

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday.  On 20 Nov we will 

study the book of Ruth.  Our sessions will begin with 

one or two interesting video clips by Dr Lisa Wolfe. 

Contact Heather McMaster for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly at Gordon. Join us at 6:30pm for dinner, 

or come at 7:30pm for our discussion. 

The discussion focuses on exploring faith in our 

contemporary world.  Meeting in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Bible Study 

Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   

The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings. 

Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link. 

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

ENTRIES  

CLOSING SOON! 


