
 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Jillian Cranney 

Playgroups at Gordon this week 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola:    

9:30am—11:30am for regular Playgroup, then  

11:30am—1:30pm (Tuesdays only) 

for Baby Playgroup. 

Fees:  $8 per class,  

$12 for two or more children,  

or $60 for the full term. 

New Beginnings  
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Engaging Community, Exploring Faith 

Karen’s Induction Service 
We’re very excited to have Rev Karen commence  

her full-time ministry with us this week!   

Karen’s Induction Service will be on  

at 7:00pm on Friday 10 March at Gordon. 

Playgroup Help Needed! 
Can you spare half an hour between 10:30—11:00am 

on Tuesday or Wednesday mornings?   

Nicola would love to have your help to  

make morning cuppas for our Playgroup 

parents and carers.   

Please contact Nicola on 0417 496 390 if you’re able 

to lend a hand. 

A First Message from Karen 
working with a community as we grow together with 

God, while we try to follow the ways of Jesus and the 

other is being present in the seasons of the Church.  It 

is nice to have arrived at the beginning of Lent, a time 

of reflection and intentional reconnection with God, a 

setting aside of the things that distract us, getting in 

the way of our relationship to God and each other. 

For me this time asks for honest reflection, so over the 

coming weeks I will be asking questions of you, just to 

figure out what is important to you and how we reflect 

that as a community together. 

My question to you this week is where do you connect 

with God and what does that look like for you? I would 

love to hear your answers and look forward to your 

own reflections of your connection with God. 

For me I am a bit like Paul, I often find myself praying 

without ceasing.  In the car, whilst checking out my 

social media.  I will wrestle with God in the shower and 

in the middle of the night. 

Sitting in the presence of God can happen at the 

beach, over a meal with people, watching Science 

Fiction, sitting within the community of faith, playing 

with a child, or wrestling with a teenager about their 

passionate questions and doubts—just to start with. 

Being a Christian is a whole of life thing, I see God  

at work in the world all over the place and I am 

regularly inviting God into the various parts of my  

life (particularly the tricky bits with the well used  

word “Help!”). 

Even if we don’t get a chance to talk about this, I hope 

you will have the opportunity to reflect honestly on 

this question yourself and may it help you more 

intentionally connect deeper with God. 

Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

Greetings all, 

I am looking forward to meeting you over the coming 

weeks.  I am hoping by now you may have read a little 

about me and my family through ‘A Shared Path’. 

As most of you will know I have spent the past 6 years 

working in the Institutional Church.  There are many 

things that I have missed—one of them is belonging and 



Worship timetable 
March services all 9:30am at Pymble 

5 March—Rev Aeryun Lee 

12 March—Rev Aeryun Lee 

19 March—Rev Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

26 March— Rev Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

Thoughts & Prayers 
We pray for 

• Rev Karen, as she commences her ministry with us & 

learns the ways of GPUC. 

• Pru Tout, who is suffering a severe case of shingles. 

• Our preparations for the Easter Experience, for the 

actors & behind-the-scenes crew involved, & the 

students from Ravenswood, Knox & Wahroonga Prep 

who will be attending. 

• Conversations around the proposed First Nations 

Voice in the lead up to the Referendum to be 

conducted with respect, openness & hope for a 

better nation. 

• The people of Taiwan, the host country of the 2023 

World Day of Prayer.  We pray for strength & wisdom 

to cope with an uncertain future. 

• Uniting Church communities which have been a 

target of vandals during the World Pride event & 

those impacted by these hateful acts.  We give 

thanks for these communities of faith & their ministry 

of welcome & inclusion. 

Easter Experience Returns 
Sunday 26 March— Wednesday 29 March 

There are many ways in 

which you can be involved: 

non-speaking parts, helping 

children with craft, or 

organising the craft activities 

beforehand.  There’s also the 

opportunity to cook, to save greenery from your 

garden (especially palms), or to help set up or pull 

down after the event.  We also need helpers in the 

kitchen to prepare food for the 

school children’s party and for 

our hard working actors. 

We still need a Judas, a Roman 

soldier, and a couple of disciples 

and thugs!  Even if you can only do one 

performance, it would be a great help!  If you have 

any friends who are budding actors, builders, cooks, 

etc., please ask them now if they’d like to be 

involved.  Everyone is welcome to join in! 

Supper Welcome for Karen 
Following Karen’s Induction Service at 7:00pm on 

Friday 10 March at Gordon, we’ll be hosting a  

social supper as an opportunity for us all to mingle 

and meet Karen. 

If you’re able to contribute a plate of goodies for 

sharing and/or can volunteer to lend a hand with 

preparations, please contact Jane Simpson via her 

Directory listing as soon as possible. 

Urgent action needed on poverty 
Appearing before a Senate inquiry into the extent and 

nature of poverty in Australia this week, UnitingCare 

Australia National Director Claerwen Little highlighted 

the devastating impacts  

of poverty on individuals  

and families.   

Joined by CEO of Parramatta 

Mission Mark Newton, Ms Little 

said poverty was not just a 

flashpoint of the current cost of living crisis, but a 

structural problem that required structural solutions. 

A New Bush Chaplain 
Frontier Services has inducted a new Bush Chaplain—

Rev Dona Spencer who will serve in a new ministry, 

the Bottle Tree Remote Area Ministry in Queensland.  

Dona is pictured here with Frontier Services Acting 

National Direct Rob Floyd 

and Kennedy Bush 

Chaplain Pastor Joe Eka 

who presented Dona with 

the Frontier Services Bush 

Chaplain stole.   

“When the winds of change blow, 

some people build walls  

and others build windmills.” 

Chinese proverb 

Australia’s Biggest 

Morning Tea celebrates  

30 years on Thursday,  

25 May.  We’d like to join 

in, but need someone to 

host this event at the 

church, anytime during that week.  If you’re able to 

help us, please speak to Lesley for more information. 



Coffee ’n’ Craft Group 
Mondays, 10:00am—12:00pm at Gordon 

Join us for some crafting, coffee and a warm chat. 

Bring along your own project  

to work on in good company. 

Contact Lyn Kwong via her listing in The Directory. 

Lesley:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Courtney:  Monday & Tuesday 
Nicola:  Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
Sonja:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

Staff 
Work 
Days 

Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

 

40 days of prayer, simplicity & generosity 

22 FEBRUARY—6 APRIL 2023 

Our world is hurting.  Ongoing conflicts, rising poverty and 
hunger, climate crisis…  We want to make a difference,  

but it can be hard to know where to start.   
Lent is an opportunity to train our hearts towards compassion, 

generosity and loving our neighbours.   
To focus on what each of us can do to make a difference. 

Join us for 40 days of prayer, simplicity and generosity  
for our hurting world. 

How you can make a difference: 

Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

PRAY 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

LIVE SIMPLY 

Help resource our partners 
to fight poverty & injustice 

in their communities. 
Donate via https://

donate.unitingworld.org.au 

GIVE 

Scrabble is coming Term 2 
Our new regular Scrabble Group will be starting  

from Term 2.  We’ll keep you posted as to the day  

and timing.  Get in touch with Lesley  

on 0480 223 981 if you’d like to join in. 

Rev Kickett said, “In the same way the 1967 Referendum 

brought Australians together, this is an opportunity for 

all of us to unite in a big way as we seek to restore 

justice and promote healing for First Nations people in 

this land.”  

They encouraged Uniting Church members to be 

informed about the Uluru Statement and the things it 

asks of this nation and urged people to create spaces for 

respectful conversations on the impact a First Nations 

Voice will make. 

To find resources to begin those conversations visit  

https://uniting.church/uniting-for-the-voice/ 

“Now is the time for 

Australians to Unite.” 
The Uniting Church in Australia Assembly and the 

Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 

(UAICC) last week welcomed the launch of the campaign 

to vote Yes in the Referendum which seeks the support 

of the Australian people for a constitutionally enshrined 

First Nations Voice. 

Uniting Church President Rev Sharon Hollis and UAICC 

Interim National Chair Rev Mark Kickett affirmed their 

strong support for a Voice to Parliament as a critical step 

toward honouring the sovereignty of First Nations 

Australians and furthering the work of truth-telling and 

treaty. 

Rev Hollis said, “We support the Yes vote for the Voice  

as a pivotal step toward the full implementation of the 

Uluru Statement, so that as a nation we can finally 

confront the truth of our past and present, and make 

way for justice.” 

A Shared Path’s March issue is out now.   

It’s available to read online via our website 

and printed copies are at Gordon and 

Pymble.  If you’d like a copy posted to you, 

please call or email either office. 

Friendship Circle Craft 
Come along and join us on Monday  

6 March from 10:30am—12:30pm in 

the MacArthur Lounge at Pymble for  

a cuppa and a cosy chat while working 

on your current craft project. 

“The Bible is a human product: 

it tells us how our religious ancestors 

saw things,  

not how God sees things.” 

Marcus J. Borg 



COVID Safety 
No COVID-safety restrictions apply on GPUC's premises 

except for the back three rows at worship services where 

people must wear masks, physically distance and not sing. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

Heart & Mind 
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday each month  

to explore life by reading a book in depth. 
Contact Heather McMaster for further details. 

Bible Study 
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings. 
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link. 

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

We have two discussion groups which focus on  
exploring faith in our contemporary world: 

PUNCH 
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each 

month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge. 
Contact Margi Abraham for more details. 

Tuesday Conversations 
Meets weekly at Gordon.  Join us at 6:30pm for BYO 

dinner, or come at 7:30pm for our discussion.  Meeting 
in person and on Zoom.  Contact Nicola for the link.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading  
to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Lindara Market Preparations 
Lindfield UC is calling for volunteers to help with pricing 

and sorting of donated items for the next  

Lindara Market on Saturday 25 March 8am—1pm. 

Pricing and Sorting Sessions will be held on Fridays  

between 12 and 2pm on March 3, 10, 17 and 24. 

Helpers are also needed to set-up from 6pm on Friday 

24 March… muscles are especially welcome! 

All proceeds go to the Lindara Families Program, which 

supports families in crisis, or at risk of being homeless, 

in the Hornsby-Ku-ring-gai area. 

Clean, saleable items of general household goods can be 

dropped to the Lindfield UC carport, 454 Pacific Highway 

Lindfield.  The best drop-off timing is Thursdays and 

Fridays, ready for sorting sessions. 

For more details or to volunteer, please email:  

lindfield.uniting@bigpond.com 

International Women’s 

Day Forum 
10:00am—12:00pm, Thursday 9 March 

Avondale Golf Club, Pymble 

Ku-ring-gai Council is hosting a free Forum celebrating 

International Women’s Day, aimed at promoting gender 

equality and raising awareness of issues that affect 

women in Ku-ring-gai.  The Forum will also showcase 

successful women-led initiatives at a local and  

regional level. 

The keynote speaker will be Annabelle Daniel OAM, the 

Chair of Domestic Violence NSW and CEO of Women’s 

Community Shelters who will share her expertise on the 

topic of violence against women. 

Round table discussions will follow, facilitated by 

representatives from a diverse group of local 

organisations including Lifeline, Catholic Care and Ku-

ring-gai Neighbourhood Centre.  Bookings essential, 

visit www.krg.nsw.gov.au/iwd 

Work Wanted 
You may remember Seulgi, the Korean student, who 

came to church several years ago.  Seulgi is currently 

looking for part-time work while she is studying.  

Seulgi has experience in office work, pet-sitting, house-

sitting and carer duties (not involving lifting).   

Please contact Lyn Kwong via her Directory listing. 

Help needed for Harmony Day 
We’re in need of some BBQ cooks and kitchen helpers  

to prepare lunch for our Harmony Day event.   

Please give Lesley a call if you’re able to help. 

mailto:lindfield.uniting@bigpond.com

